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Anti-Labor Bill 
In Cal. Would 
Cripple Unions 


Camouflaged by a maze of technical termin- 
ology, a petition to smash every union in the 
state is going the rounds of California in the 
shape of a call for an initiative proposition to 
be known as the “Labor Relations Act.” 

If sufficient signatures are secured, the meas- 
ure will be voted on at the next election, and 
if passed would wipe out the rights to boycott 
and picket and make strikes virtually impossible. 
A similar proposal was defeated by the Cali- 
fornia voters in the '38 poll. 

The new measure has already been filed and 
titled by Attorney General Earl Warren. At- 
torneys who presented the initiative said they 
could not reveal its sponsors yet. Labor is 
certain that the measure is the work of outfits 
like the Associated Farmers, State Chamber of 
Commerce, Southern Californians, Neutral 
Thousands and similar fronts for the states 
open-shop crusaders. 

Twenty pages of complex legal jargon con- 
stitue the proposal. Not until page 13, however, 
is the list of forbidden labor activities found. 
Here is what the measure, if enacted, would 
make unlawful: 


1.—Calling a strike in violation of an agree- 
ment. 

2.—Calling a strike in violation of “this act.” 

3.—Sit-down strikes. 

4:—Picketing by non-employees of place 
picketed. 

5.—Boycott. 

6.—Picketing in absence of a dispute between 
an employer and his own employees. 

7.—Interference with operations of a vehicle 
if neither the owner nor operator of the vehicle 
is party to a strike. 

8.—Compelling anyone to join or refrain from 
joining a union. 

According to the California Federation of 
Labor’s analysis, there is also a list of unfair 
practices by employers’ evidently inserted as 
a pretense of balance and “fairness.” 

Most of the proposal is taken up with elab- 
orate provisions for appointment and func- 
tioning of a “California Mediation Board” which 
shall have jurisdiction over labor disputes. Pro- 
cedure is set out so as to cause as much delay 
as possible. 

For instance, in case of a dispute, there 
shall be 10 days’ notice of desire for a con- 
ference, while such a conference shall be ar- 
ranged within 20. 

In case of a dispute over a bargaining agent, 
the California Mediation Board shall step into 
the picture and decide in 30 days as to who 
shall represent the employees. The Board will 
have the right to “appoint a committee of three 
neutral persons” who shall call a hearing and, 
10 days after the hearing, designate the bar 
gaining agent. 

After the Board has made a decision and 
issued an order, either party may, in case of 
disobedience of the order, take the matter to 
the Superior Court. 
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Churchill’s Talk to Neutrals 
May Be All-Time British Boner 


By WILL! SCHLAMM 

The trouble with Winston Churchill is that he is too good a newspaperman. 
From the professional point of view, his last radio message was a mighty fine 
piece of writing; but being also a first-class member of the British war cabinet, 
the author would have done better by checking on the political consequences of 
his action before he acted. 

To ask the European neutrals (and not only the European ones) to join the 
Allied armies, is—coming from the mouth of an active British minister—so down- 
right foolish that it is probably not foolish at all. Probably the British have conclu- 
sive evidence that a couple of Europe’s neutral countries have already decided, 
virtually, to line up with the Allies, and to do@-—-— = 
it pretty soon. If that were not so, Churchill’s 
open invitation would be one of the biggest 
blunders a 





whether he was chosen to announce a develop- 
ment about which the Allies are quite sure. 
We shall see it in a very short time, because 
the test has to be, how much and how quick 
military aid will be offered to the Finns. 
The kind of aid England has decided to give 
Finland will decide at once the future policy 


tatesman has ever committed. 

Could a responsible member of a_ British 
cabinet really have launched such an invitation 
without advance knowledge that it will not be 

. 


repudiated? We shall see, in a very short time, 


whether Churchill merely broke an impres ive of the European neutrals. When and if Europe's 
newspaper story and victimized, for that rather mall nations, in the North and in the South, 
small purpose, his governmental career, or observe that England's cooperation consists 


chiefly of radio speeches by the witty Mr. 
Churchill, then Winston will lose his office and 
England all her chances to attract new allies 
in Europe. In this case the small countries, 


3 ° one afte » other, wil w to Germany anc 
Feels He Can’t Swing CIO Vote: tiie ns sari Sn sn ins 


By EDWARD LORING 
WASHINGTON, D. C.-—This country 


Lewis’ prediction that FDR would be 


bid is accurate. Several important Washington correspondents are willing to stake 
their reputations on the tip that President Roosevelt will come out as “choosing 


not to run.” 


Already the draft FDR movement is on in great gusto. If Lewis is trying to 
stem this campaign he’ll be swept away. Bold- ®-———— - a 


face headlines are one thing and speaking for 
millions of organized working men and women 
is another. 


Lewis speaks for no other union but his own 
—and although the miners’ convention will back 
him on the 
anti- FDR 
stand, he’ll not 
to deliver to 
his own can- 
didate the 
hundreds o f 
thousands of 
mine votes. 

The fact that 
he doesn’t 
commit the 
CIO to any 
political course 
is too self-evi- 
dent to be dis- 
cussed here. 





Lewis obvi- 
ouslyis plugg- 


Senator Wheeler 
ing for some bargaining power and has chosen 


nation toward heroigm may be—civilized men 
have the habit of limiting their gallantry with 
intelligence. No intelligent leadership, in any 


may never know whether or not John L. pation, ean advise its people to offer resistanee 


“ignominiously defeated” in a third term if there is not the slightest hope of success. 


And without direct aid from the Allies, there 
is no hope for the Scandinavian countries, 
including Finland. 

The Finnish case is a final test, because 
Allied support there is not only necessary, but 
also possible. If England and France combined 


Montana's Senator Wheeler as his candidate. do not send the few hundred airplanes and the 
Gh few ivisions 7 ¢ vs) ] > 

it tnkiee Dads & aetek deat af Gace 1s te ew division Pp mend Deeds to prolong her 

ae . : resistance until next fe it w 2 
White Hor " x Dea s but can ; hat : om } gg Tc 

? * + « . + oh * _ 
ee gh? prov the i they car é 

5 yrovec vat ei t ne cannot afford it or 
get labo ipport or with their sanction. : 
. } wp te they do not want to. In both instances they 
} w I al ve cannot expect Europe’s small nations to feel 
shouldered | labor as we eager about joining them. 

In some ( , t nterpreted as \t a distance of a few thousand miles it is, 
a hid to rebuild ¢ } tic influen nce con- of course, quite impossible to check the size 
trolled by i n-existent Labor’s of “secret” supplies the Allies have already sent 
Non Part League. How the CfO Chief ean to Finland. But this very secrecy may turn 
do this without the third termers and the ALP out to be the real blunder. When. and if Europe’s 
ae a mall nations shall really take~the -risks of 

f he plans to st de the Democratic con- 6 meanee, they ee wnow that they can rely 
vention inte biddine for his labor support he’l! O” Western Europe’s support. The people have 
bi ; sae ; vate to know it in a modern war—not merely their 
iced a magician command of political legerde- 


governments’ secret services. And the more that 


already are Ohio’s  ceerecy is 


main. Pledged to Roosevelt 


caused by the fear the aggressor’s 
52 delegates, Illinois’ 58, Florida’s 12, Pennsyl- 


wrath could be aroused, the more the Allies 
would show that they have still not learned 
ously announced as “uninstructed.” even the smallest lesson: The Hitler-Stalin gang 


indreds previ- 


Besides the labor votes the CIO third termers Cannot be touched by courteous regard for its 
can deliver, the American Federation of Labor, iments, but by impressive evidence of power 
: —- on the other side 
which officially is swinging ther to the leit A pplvin eS ac 
pray secant oe nase selaeeetind Whe Applying their ‘old sort of “castrategy” to 
i ome endile t ne aam é Mm, wr, x . a. A . . 
Lew reenlgee Sapg tration. “‘': the Finnish test, the Allies are now threatened 
sewis realizing that the D: cratic Party is wit, 


: h possible defeat in the Balkans: Romania. 
split, may be playing both ends against the not at all convinced of the Western Powers’ 
(Continued on Page Seven) (Continued on Page Seven) 












Grow for Probe o 
Front’s Link to Police, Harvey 


By VINCENT ROGERS 
As it became evident that Coughlin’s chief strength and apparatus are centered 
in New York City, demands grew this week for an investigation of the N. Y. police de- 
partment and infiltration of Christian Fronters into other public institutions, At 
the same time prominent radio and newspaper commentators voiced the increasing 


demand that the city’s police force probe pos- 
sible connections of Queens Borough President 
Harvey with the Front he has so often praised. 

President Harvey was the first public figure 
to speak sympathetically of the 17 men arrested 
for conspiracy to bomb buildings and assassinate 
14 congressmen. It is recalled that Harvey has 
often threatened to use rubber truncheons on 
labor leaders and radicals, whom he urged at 
one time be hung from every lamppost. 

Although Attorney General Robert Jackson is 
reported to have ordered J. Edgar Hoover, F.B.I. 
chief, to push his probe on a national scale into 
the links between Coughlin and the terror plot, 
no machinery has been put into motion to un- 
cover Harvey’s liaisons. And there is more than 
just the Queen’s borough president’s words to 
link him with the fronters. 

Pro-fascist Groups in Queens 

Back in May (on the 24th, 1939, Harvey pre- 
sided at a meeting run by some of Allen Zoll’s 
outfits and the Christian Front. That evening 
reporters heard the Jews and the New Dealers 
booed, saw sufficient to reveal cooperation with 
the German-American Bund, and heard, among 
other speakers, Joe McWilliams, the Christian 
Mobilizer chief. 

Queens is full of pseudo-patriotic groups which 
mushroom and merge into other fascist fringe 
outfits, following the source of funds from one 
gang to the other. Many of these organizations 
have held mass meetings in Brooklyn and 
Queens schoo] auditoriums. The procedure is 
always the same. 

Speakers representing the So and So patriotic 
Association, are exchanged; these then praise 
Father Coughlin, attack the Jews, lash at the 
New Deal, excoriate the enemies of Hitler, 
Mussolini and General Franco, and then take up 
a collection wherever possible. 

Some of the leaders of these groups are mem- 
bers of the New York City police department. 
The Non-Scetarian Anti-Nazi League revealed 
last week that it was in possession of evidence 
proving that more than 25 members’ of the de- 
partment were enrolled as members of the 
Christian Front. At the same time the League 
made public the names of other leaders of 
branches of the Front group. One of these 
is Joseph Conlan of 3050 Kingsbridge Avenue, 
president of the Manhattan unit, which meets 


o-— 





at 715 Ninth Avenue, in the rear of a candy 
and soda store. 

Another branch of the Christian Front is lo- 
cated at Red Hook, Brooklyn, N. Y. Its leader 
is Alfred A. LaRossa, druggist of 426 Court 
Street, who on August 1, 1939, allegedly ap- 
plied for a permit for a hunting club in order 
that the members of this unit of the Front 
might have permits to carry guns. 

The Anti-Nazi League revealed the possible 
source for the Christian Fronters guns when 
it stated that Dr. William Sohler Bryant, staff 
surgeon of the Murray Hill Hospital, 30 East 
40th Street, New York City, signed blank mem- 
bership forms for the Christian Fronters so 
that they could purchase rifles at a discount 
from the National Rifle Association, Barr 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dr. Bryant became a member of the Chris- 
tian Front at a meeting at 715 Ninth Avenue, 
January 5 and has paid his dues four months 
in advance. 

Another key point of Christian Front activ- 
ity is the strong unit operating in Newark, 
N. J. The Christian Front membership in 
Newark approximates 250 members, although 
the average attendance at its weekly meetings 
has been under 175. 

The Anti-Nazi League is in possession of the 
secret code book of the Christian Front, from 
which document the clue was obtained as to the 
influx of policemen into this un-democratic 
group. Every member of the Front is pro- 
vided with a membership card containing ‘his 
name, photograph, and address. Howevef,.in 
the upper right hand corner of each card a 
code number appears. 

Code Number for Police 

This number was placed on the card so that 
it would be worthless as a means of admittance 
to one of the closed meetings of these various 
units if it fell into the hands of a non-member. 
The code number designated the profession 
or occupation of each member. 

These numbers range from one to 33. Mem- 
bers of the fire department, civil clerks, post 
office employees, policemen, doctors, lawyers, 
teachers, and many others appeared on this 
list. , 

Number 24 on the code was the number al- 
lotted to members of the police department. A 
list obtained from John Cassidy by one of 
the League’s investigators indicated that at 
least 25 members of the Manhattan unit of 
the Front were employed in the New York 
police department. , 


Coughlin Hides Behind Myth — 
“Anti-Frontism Is Anti-Catholic” 


By JAMES ONEAL 
The arrest of 17 members of Father Coughlin’s “Christian Front” is the cul- 
mination of reckless and malicious agitation by the Detroit priest for several 
years. Its net results to.date include the following. 
It has split the Catholic Church into opposing factions—the clerical aristocracy 
that approves the corporative dictatorships of Italy, Spain and Portugal; and 


the lay members and priests who are sincere®— 


adherents of democracy. It has revived the Ku 
Klux Klan, with its anti-Catholic and anti- 
Semitic hates and a number of similar move- 
ments. 

It has confused intelligent thinking on social 
problems by demagogic statements that reveal 
Coughlin as an illiterate in economics. It has 
finally led to the founding of a terrorist group 
of “Christian Fronters” whose members, now 
under arrest, are accused of planning terror- 
ist acts. 

All Totalitarians Alike 
This is not a religious issue. 


democracy makes no distinction between the 


The fighter for 


Protestant fascism of Gerald B. Winrod, the 
Catholic fascism of the Detroit priest, or the 
Atheist Communazi fascism of Browder, Foster 
and company. 

They are al] alike. Each wants to regiment 
mankind in the chain gang of a totalitarian 
state. This means death to democracy and we 
will fight it to the last ditch no matter whether 
it wears a Communist or Nazi mask or is gilded 
with the sanctimonious and dishonest piety of 
Father Coughlin. 

Last Sunday the Detroit Black Fuehrer ap- 
proved the “Christian Front” but refused to 


accept its terrorist fruit. He has spawned this 
terrorism over the radio and in his “Social 
Justice.” In a question and answer contest in 
that weekly one question was: “What is Father 
Coughlin’s Emphatic adv to the Christian 
Front?” The answer of his several editors was: 
“Meet Force With Force as a Last Resort.” 
Seventeen of his followers in New York acted 
on his advice by collecting arms and bombs. 
Brooklyn has been a hotbed of Coughlin’s 











Tablet,” organ of 
holic Diocese of that borough, 
as been a carrier of the infection. Caught off 
its guard by the arrest of the 17 crackpots, 


filthy propaganda and “The 





the Roman C 





this paper, which also reprints Coughlin’s stupid 
broadcasts, editorially pooh-pooed the arrests 
and added that they make the G-men “the 
laughing st f the country.” 

The managing editor published a similar col- 
umn while a Cathol ator ridiculed democ- 
ract s “a mere rebellious, anarchistie, pagan- 


(Continued on Page Six) 
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100,000 Scabs a Day’ Outfit 6. Von pai 


By LEON EDWARDS The National Council for Social Who Has Better Gunners? 


LOS ANGELES.—The LaFollette Civil Liberties Committee, which has exposed vigi- vemocracy, through its Chair- fg HARLES E. MERRIAM is a teacher of, and a writer on, 
lante raids and scab-recruiting outfits on the West Coast and has been virtually boycotted man, Louis Waldman, well-known ae : ee political science who possesses two valuable gifts. First, he 
by the metropolitan press, this week brought its probe to Los Angeles, where it turned a labor attorney, challenged John npegeteosiieia knows how to compress a vast amount of study and reading on 


revealing spotlight on the Merchants and Mi inufacturers Association, a 44- year-old or- . Lewis's attack on President oe ne problems of modern politics within a hundred pages* of simple 
ganization devoted to maintain- ¢ Rosser and the New Deal in j it Bed and eminently readable prose. Second, Professor Merriam is in 


ing the open shop. é a statement issued today. Bee , 3 ee full possession of his sense of humor, and he just refuses to be 
The M. & M., testimony given ; ; . Mr. Waldman stated: ; a Bi ; Bo? either impressed or frightened by the dictators. In brief, he is 
before the LaFollette group this é i : “The furious attacks made on i an intellectual Finland of his own. 
week showed, works under the j ee : j President Ro sevelt and the New : & ’ The essential feature of dictatorship, as Prof. Merriam tells us, 
: : Deal by Earl Browder 6h Mon- 5 4 e is its “treason to reason,” and insistence on ruling by coercion 
day, January 22, and by John a ee a rather than by consent. 


























slogan, “We can recruit 100,000 
strikebreakers a day.” : E : : 3 , ae, : 

Twelve hundred corporations f a fe - Lewis, President of the ¢ apes "“ERONT' MAN But the whole trend of our modern society, with its complicated 
are affiliated to it and continual 1ast W ednesday Jn ne John Cassidy, leader of the technical and functional subdivisions, with its emphasis on scien- 
pressure is brought against | : ; Uarteg Mine P stoskeedes : aa 17 Christian Fronters appre- _— ‘itic and technical training and organization, is 
smaller business men to coerce ; : tion, are unfair, unjust and un- hended last week. See story towards relationship and discipline based not on 
them into joining. B warranted. a “master-slave” conception of society, but on 

: . TE ae mittee and of on Page T. : . 
Bribed Police Ee : é 5 riends of progress and 0 understanding and voluntary consent. 

With the open backing of the : ee : & labor can afford to ignore Mr. } ° ° The dictatorships themselves require armies, 

Los Angeles Chamber of Com- : : . : : Browder’s attack, but must re- ClO Divided explosives, and guns. But these, in their turn, 


merece and the local industrialist sent Mr. Lewis’s denunciation of imply scientists and a highly trained population. 


, 5 ° % ° 
press, the outfit has bribed the oe £2 38 : the President and the New Deal ° And science, general high training and capac- 
police department in order to re- sssaaii e ; - ert ah fs as a gross misrepresentation of V1 CEW1S OW ity for flexible and vigorous organization, simply 
tain its “good will” during strikes, Y Re . ae : 4 labor’s attitude to the President refuse to flourish under “coercion systems.” Under Elias Tartak 


has brought pressure against fiaw § . ; me . 3 and its appreciation of his efforts e t FDR pressure, “consent systems,” i. e., in plain lan- 
i 3 me Meese Baths sick es. on its behalf. L£AINS guage—democracies, can produce better guns or, at least, better 


non-member firms to force their 
patronage of struck corporations, “Whatever shortcomings the guiuvers than the dictatorships. 


and has called on all companies to Rt a ee : : ; New Deal may have, as a pro- AFL Pushes , 
refuse to deal with unions. SZ i eee nna nme 3 we gram for an ultimate solution of And Who Has More Butter? 

Members of the Merchants and ee Sastre ; a AIT oF 5 the social problem, it simply is D : ¢}"* of ‘the sweetest ironies of our days lurks in the faet that 
Manufacturers Association who : ha ; Ee “ : not true, as Mr. Lewis charges, New rive the Finnish army has al] these years been using the Russian 
signed contracts with organized . : OD a ae Poe Shes P-Bhor and its interests have ‘y ASHING TON. D. C.—As tlie rifle (Captain ‘Mossin’s pattern, to be precise) and the Russian 
labor have been fined $10,000 or ‘ ns ae ¢ : : Set ; been ignored by the President or Aihatioan Pallesa Line, of "tahue field artillery gun. And, apparently, with better effect than the 
more. -At the same time, the M. ; 3 ass a ; cone the New Deal. P | cma the sa Setetsion ae Russians themselves. Why? 

& M. has hired agents to work eee ee Ee, : : “T desire to mention only some peuikation drive in its history, Perhaps, the answer is . the Finnish political “eonsent 
as industrialist spies within the Here's the type of mechanization which the U. S. army fundamental measures directly John L. Lewis, CIO chief, was system” produces a more efficient type of gunner than Stalin’s 
unions. is following now and beneficially affecting labor: presiding e at the Miners’ conven- system. And—Hitler, please note-—-it also makes for more butter. 

Activities of the organization “There was Section 7a of the tion in ‘Columbus, Ohio, and de- So, why be afraid? We can beat them at their own “gunman’s” 

ciding who should and who should game. “The techniques of industry, of the church, of education, 


during the shipping strike of e e7e e National Recovery Act, aimed to Wtf: a Inited f 
1934 and a garment factory walk- VIVE lo i} wwarize benefit labor. . nov de President of the Unite: of science—the principal techniques contributing to the happiness 
: “There is the Social Security — of mankind—are all averse to the use of brutal force;/ and the 


out in the same year were re- is : —_ 
vealed by witnesses before the Aet with its many-sided benefits mination of, Present Pi trends of modern civilization point irresistibly in this general 
dat rapanek ae SP megere peat direction, however loudly the whips may crack 


. ° . 2 e 
d 2 as standing in- ‘ Sa anseke % aentie : a 
ace of . fb i's le i ( rains Wn ( ‘on VESS and y' copnterperts In various velt and that the president would . ‘ « 
stances of the ! . M.’s role in states in the field of unemploy- je defeated if nominated must 
fighting trade unions. ; ment insurance and other forms have caused consternation in a The Ideal State . 
of social insurance. big section of the CIO. ENCE, Prof. Merriam believes that democracy is only at the 


The sum of $146,000 was con- 
tributed by ship owners, under Naval Lob by Seeks “There is the National Labor _It is no secret that the CIO is beginning of its career. Out of this turmoil and bloodshed, 
M. & M. sponsorship, to police of- Relations Act whose sole vulner- divided into three groups regard- he sees the rise of a new “ideal society” which will not be “that 
ing the political situation this of an armed camp of a state, patrolled by unending groups of 


ficials during the walkout on the | ° ability seems to lie in the direc- One f renomination of ; 
» 7 "nn 5 re es jear. 1 av ‘Ss "e ) é ) Me , 1; . + a 4 4 
docks. The sum of $769.50 was , , or Ips tion where Mr. Lewis’s friends Booo i ing ere = ‘r . Ye military or police, with scope and method of obedience fixed by the 
tainty - linerare < °F seveil, ne secona rrol Ss . - at } . ” 
turned over by employers in 1936 injected themselves into the ad- onaee d and the third PR sens the captain of the troop and enforced by the sergeant. 
son ut Sbatine ~ x?” ieketc it ° sed, « Uile vi we 1© - . « 2 hel we sa Seine . ‘ + - 
to police who ape ga By GEORGE SHORT ministration. Communist Party line. Lewis is , He sees a world which will be Athens rather than Sparta, 
“— =  abcomang Seis Special to THE NEw LEADER “There is the Wage and Hour al§o0 grooming Senator Wheeler it may be safely predicted—or, if unsafely, even so. 
rove art, yrmer gven- la y ‘ yr: ‘ . . or" Me ~ . ; " : . aa Tayy “217A j — ye. —whe is  ° — 
— none bs 7 . ae WASHINGTON, D. C.—With one Senatorial bill already law which sets up a system of f Montana. s shai i Very ap of ou author, and—what is more important 
eral manager of the M. & M., tol a +7. ee . wy Bin. * 1s a wiunk »C algamate ‘lothing history and sé - two forces ot » sniffe see 
tha Tikten tetas that 5.081 strike. @dvocating the militarization of the CCC camps, the White minimum wages and maximum ac ; 0 ee. Workers ; 0 de anity, two forces not to be sniffed at, seem to be 
e a 0,Ve § a A > : . <a s ° re j > “y orKers and tne lextle rKers on nis side. 

_ ‘ore eauniied by the House is reported favoring such action if it is “put on a ours in the country. fate eeatk 4 3. bare? ee : P 
breakers were supplied by the veloutary ate + rien Ming aatieh d a the “There is the Walsh-Healey [f4V°? Roosevelt and - - wis Prof. Merriam’s small but highly important book raises a 
agency to shippers during the ee ear 2 cee protests poured in on e et declaration will certainly be re number of weighty problems not only of today, but of democracy’s 
waterfront strike of 1934. Fred Capitol last month when the pro-® A - — - sented in these unions. ah aides 

cae sheiey Sor a : : ° : . “And above a there was the T J Jortisa av ye oie tlle 

q Cee sshanine . ect was first mentioned. Since > 139 o¢ als ; . 2s ai, The Non-Partisan League, cre- 4 : . : 
E. Fysh, present g¢ neral mana- 1% n Robert Fechn é et cco for 139 capital ships. When — friendly, progressive atmosphere ated by the CIO, has not grown The competent ease with which the author formulates his 
ger, declared that the organiza jets shod ad — are built, the U. S. Bavy a which the President has created to the stature its parent hoped Problems, and suggests workable solutions and answers, is a 
: . recruite ' actor, as died anc vents ave ¢ > ‘ ss . ne sk BEC A ; ae : P 
tion has recruited 10,000 men, : have a tonnage of about 2,318 for organized labor, an atmos- and it has largely come under the delight -to watch. It is a smal] book, but it travels on skis. 
willing to work as scabs, whom abroad have stirred up the cam- 900 which exceeds the present lens i. whi h but fc a the i st F si ih ts 
. a naio v= a ous ’ . bre if y , r e dalvi- 4 > 5 ae AM oa) Tad ’ } ’ . yo. * 
it has placed on its permanent P@!gn once more. British fieet’s figure by a good ‘¢. thi " i egie se The Lewis declaration will not PROLOGUE TO POLITICS, by Charles E. Merriam, University 
register The CCC project is strongly 990.000 tons. The British navy 0" het un the ranks of organ- command general CIO aceeptance of Chicago Press: Chicago: 100 pp.: $1.50 

§ ° ) ’ tons. n n nav ares ‘ ga ere ~ owrin ymmand general ac ptan ’ go, pp.; ° ° 

Further descriptions of terror- supported by Congressmen be- of the future, nevertheless, is ex- |” d labor, tall bs tana wre and it will irritate those CIO . 
- ; sated : eran v's “| ‘ is in no small part responsible, ~ ie hors wi “esent 
ism by the Associated Farmers ‘#¥S¢ of its bs shapes back pected to be larger than Amer- agen ae ans nnars leaders gpa yes tated eget 8 ow T Aw q Vv F Cc 
and others in the Imperial Valley home. Communities with CCC  jea’s, for John Bull, too, is build- there would sph ttm unparal- his habit of determining policies c akenin S ° 2 aiver ton 
were given in this week’s testi- C4mps in the neighborhood bene-  jng es progress in the building 2g without consulti: rf em, ; By JAMES ONEAL 

. > cae ‘+ hasanen of nhvsioal { ails a : , in the strengthening of the trade- It is noted that Lewis even de- : as aeet P , , . F 
mony. General Pelham D. Glass- fit because of physical improve- If the isolationsts feel that : — ; ide tam tae fee h ; : EVEN years ago V. F. Calverton’s “Liberation of American Lit- ; 
Or ments and the payroll spent by ; , thi ith this U210n movement. pr peniggicey Bar ~ abner >> viel alligpeagll atet ” is bool : oe? 

ford, former Washington police ie te Eee , SI Y they have nothing to do with this “ne lai ote hat tion without waiting for a report erature” appeared. His book was generally hailed on the “left wy 
chief, attacking California vigi the boy Ss in village stores. unprecedented naval drive they - t 18 PB — on 1ts “ng 4. at of the convention’s resolution excépt by the party Bolsheviks. The writer of this review se- 
1934, Now the President has pro- should be informed that the ™r. sr gs attack = Presi- committee. verely criticized Mr. Calverton’s book for its assumption that the 

ce T > 50° + ati ino errr P nt «s 1 , as as ¢ > pa a a ‘ ° eae . . 
posed that the 1,502 functioning jyilding is proposed on the argu- dent ag the rn has com¢ The pro-New Deal elements American labor movement, political and economic, had always 
“s . > re ed + 997 TH: ‘ ig 18 2cPaAllSe . will also reset! 1 auseeiaive af a. : er va . P 
camps be reduced to 1,227. This ent that “we Ihave our own = this time eee ane the will also resent the sweeping in been “petty bourgeois” until the Communi turned up in 1919. 
: resident = — New Deal sii dictment ay * Prorat lt a Calverton had come under the influence of Bolshevism and in ap- 
different than what they were istration by awe, alsin’ dige plying its dogmas to American cultural history had spoiled what 
when Mr. Lewis was praising that little had been obtained 


: F . might have been a good job 
] The reas for s attack by labor from it and that for ee a ailing ae : 
them. The reason for the attack fe cars orgar tized labor had He is now the author of another book* on the same theme but 


» 





guidance of the Communists. 


lantism, declared that in 
when he was working in the val- 
ley as a special conciliator for the 
Department of Labor, raids upon Ct will probably be refused by problems here and we should be 
union organizers were frequently Congress. Such a refusal will able to take care of ourselves.” 

conducted either by the local po- ‘Strengthen the drive for militar- The proposed new navy would 


: in ein cs > vigilantes ization because some Congress- 
lice department or by vigilantes a egy a? ae be large enough to protect both regina ot gigs ene: Aaa | n ; : ; 
aided by state law officials. men would be willing to make a the must be i0oked tor elsewhere. been isolated at Washington. This restricted to the colonial period. He has in this volume abandoned 


xa a ‘ Pegs ot coasts at same time and My 8 : ‘ 
Arrests were made indiscrimi- deal in order to keep the camps nearby offshore possessions. The 7 Mr. Lewis might well ; be extremist view is not warranted the Bolshevik approach and turned to a democratic interpretation 
nately of union organizers and #0!ng. naval crowd areues that we within his rights to be against by the facts. e of American life, supplemented by a Marxian view, he declares, 
many migratory laborers as part Stormtroop Corps Feared should be able to ‘beat off acom- 2 third term for the President, Vice-President Philip Murray although “not that of the orthodox Marxian who resorts to the 
of a terror drive designed to Military trainiwe of CCC boys bined ates te Gemuiene Italy but he cannot in the name of also appears to have forecasted dialectic triad.” That one author can within seven years adopt two 
stamp out all protest against the is no small matter. According to J, nan ‘ant Bente shake the Brit. labor attack the President on his action oe ‘ae weed seyret | differing methods of interpreting similar material is itself of 
conditions under which migrants Fechner’s posthumous report, his ish and French can’t be expected labor policy. ng I “ re ys cation th cor unusual interest. 

worked. Labor attorneys were project has employed 2,600,000 iis asin tn pyc set aid if thivo “Tt jill befits Mr. Lewis whose ae pn Md oF sem 2 the: United While the present volume is a better work than the first one 
beaten up by hoodlums goaded by boys during the past six years. ia am aid Sagtineaben doo the Organization has been a chief States.” as ee I find it difficult to agree with the view of some critics that it 
loca] industrialists and ae. Widespread objection to mili- yy, g in the present struggle beneficiary from Mr. Roosevelt’s While these discouraging events presents a fresh point of view or, in the words of Louis M. Hacker, 
a tarizing the camps is based on aig shy . ae iy labor policies, and who incident- unfold ait Columbus the AFL pub- that it is a “first class job in social history.” He has covered old 
L | 62 M k the reasoning that only the poorer Possible Enemy Combination ally personally and through his licizes its extensive organization ground, as every historian must, but Calverton has not added any- 
oca arks lads of the country will be trained Even though the future U. S. friends has done much to weaken Campaign for 1940. For the first thing new in this interpretation while he has in this volume, as 
. as potential soldiers—the first to fleet includes largest number of the President and the administra- time in its lustory it has selected he did in the first one, dismissed the late Vernon Louis Parrington 

30th Birthday be used in case of war; and the battle vessels that has ever tion in the eyes of the American “* a ee with one brief footnote. 

Celebrating the thirtieth anni- fact that the espirit de corps cre- ploughed the seas under one flag public, to make such an ill- in The yore a "hale teas "divided Now Parrington’s three volumes—for keen insight, understand- 
vérsary of Local 62 of the Inter- ated by such training will set and tops any single existing navy founded attack as he did this jnto six roioris. Snel including a ing and interpretation—constitute a masterpiece in American his- 
national Ladies GarmentWorkers up a reservoir of unemployed by 300 million tons, it would still week. number of states, and regional torical writing,—and to ignore Parrington’s work, while citing 
Union, active members, officials, boys used to uniforms and the be inadequate to meet a combina- “The principal vice of Ms conferences are to be held from many lesser authorities, reminds one of Marx’s complaint that Ger- 
and representatives of other or- handling of guns, all of which tion of all the totalitarian states. Lewis’s attack is not the injury January to April. It is planned man economists tried to kill “Capital” by silence. In my judgment 
ganizations enjoyed a luncheon may be exploited by the U. S. Germany’s 520,000 tons plus he may do to President Roosevelt to get the cooperation of every Parrington’s work bears the same relation to American cultural 
at the Park Central Hotel last fascist fringe for the setting up Italy’s 710,000 plus Japan’s 1,- but the great injury he is doing APL organization phage Abaca od history that Marx’s does to economics and economic history. One 
Saturday. A feature of the affair of a storm trooper army. 150,000 plus Russia’s estimated to labor and its cause. He is play- sg pahlaig Speers ~epeeeteteiai does not have to accept every judgment of Parrington’s to concede 
was the distril tion of a book, The average enrollment has 500,000 add up to a potential ing directly into the hands of oe ambi fous pla “5 ae the ap- 
Nosh er red , oe Pe prong sy acl but un- striking force of 2,880,000 tons. . reaction. | Honest criticism and pearance of taking the initiative mrss se Stila aadeadat tials Gite. cet ieee eu 

’ ; I ¢ esident’s budget this 3y contrast, the present United honest disagreement promote _ from the CIO which has made no history today without acknowledging his indebtedness to Parring- 
Harry Lang. figure is cut to 230,000. There States fleet, built, building and progress. Unfair, unfounded and extensive organization drive for ton’s pioneer work and I doubt whether Calverton could have 

_Samuel Shore, manager, pre- is enough work to keep such a appropriated for, is slightly more unjust eviticism. merely spread Many months. written the present volume had Parrington’s work not first ap- 
sided. The sp akers included = force busy for 50 years, Fechner than half this size—only 1 754,- confusion and chaos—the two Supplementing this campaign peared, 

President Dubin ‘y of the Inter- reported. ; G00 tons. The fleet that the harbingers whick aehaved in are two letters which ph reer Calverton considers the same writers, thinkers and public men 
€ \< 12} (rman " - . . ‘ . V ear a¢ > ta ¢ . ‘ 4 e . + ° ‘ P ra 
a: me n’ sa” . . re G fiend i iitarization would divert the Navy’s revised bill would provide fascism and communism = and sheng rag Ray To iene ees ca ee phot naga - ge 8 ae aay eigte « 
in Maes Gouden whe on erg a ot the campers and, de- by 1945 would displace only 2,- other forms of totalitarianism in adopted at the last AFL national eee 1 - a ee wl ” on arrington is more 
‘ ay » 4) > lover ‘ heir potentialities, would 318,000 tons. other countries.” convention. -—pemge wen aonees 1 Sales. 280 Cy iy targen bis material 
attorney for the employer year: the aid they have been than Calverton, and one has only to consider the sections that in- 
age Dad fought the union, and giv ing thousands of American —Th T; if terpret the thought of men like John Winthrop and Roger Williams 
others. mi eatre in lurmnot( to understand this. 


The speake es totalled the éasts communities, . : > . . hh: 
} he early , Just what is back of this studious snubbing of our greatest 


% ne} IS aisO a controversy on 
s attempts to orear the A . 7 : , : : P . 
days of a ip 0 organize the 1e naval front, Representative cultural historian I do not know but it certainly is not creditable 
women in th -atsl s, the , ae ‘ Aa ‘ h } ‘ : : ee “ . 
, greed = ym ¢ i Georgia, chairman of | U i in, wioadd oO! eson rig Ni to those who engage in it. Its only result must be to direct students 


athos and tragedy of the strug , 
p d A ‘ he strug 7. aval Affairs Committee, ha to inferior writers. 


this. 
Moreover, no one can pretend to write of our cultural and social 








rle before the union became sta- ‘ i , “ ‘ 
zg t inion became sta ee Calverton’s book will prove serviceable to those not acquainted 


ble and amusing incidents in thie it?duced a bill calling for the inal orgy Sy: . 

: amusing incider i xpenditure of $750.000.000 with its general theme but it is no substitute for Parrington’s 
history f $750,000,000, 

; ee vhich is } . first volume. Moreover, James Truslow Adams’ “Founding of 


just the beginning of a . 2 , . 
New Englar and his “Provinicial Society,” taken together, 








i dae a ete om building program scheduled to +} : carta ’ t i I ings ‘ 
MISSOURI SHARECROPPERS total $1.15 : Ake ST as the theatrical division of the amuse- He has addressed innumerable meetings ar- roughly cover the same period and are more informative than 


1,150,000,000 
to raise hundreds of ranged by the Communist Party for all causes, alvert book, although Adams is a Republican in politics! 


FACE NEW EVICTIONS ment industry was set 


Thie money will n)¢imn< —_ , 
@ wads 7 be bos his money will ultimately pay ‘ " J 2 . ee . . < ; . . ‘ . - 
ST. LOUIS.—The same section ° thousands of dollars for Finnish aid, the Com- including foreign aid. “he best that can be said of Calverton’s work is that it is 


pene — stale eg tes eae munist fellow-travelers in the Broadway sector, He was active in the movement to enlist young n o—especially since he abandoned Bolshevism. He is stil! 
Snare cropperta < re > i hy Dy. ar a . >] } —— sn tn > , > : . 4 ‘ : . 
ate the 4 eee dhe rit point Mats sory ane man Sh ey , launched an Americans in the aa L gen n Bris gade, = 1 his thirties and his main fault, it seems to me, is haste and in- 
is: das for - “te Pega a aa ae se atl balk og hs wy ee ive. as in the eg “embed to not wad American embargo ‘omplete preparation. ; W here Parrington with a few brilliant 
thie sear _ } @ In the foreground, with M N humilin, of , - during the Spanish elvil war. ; : " pave, and a few brief quotations reveals the thought of colonials 
gO th ee ae ee ae He never raised his voice to condemn the in terms of social and economic backgrounds, Calverton quotes 
I 





A confere + seagypebied eng ; — 2 ee eee ind : ; 
; mn the people of the stage in the pro-Finnish cam-  Stalin-Hitler pact or the invasion of Finland. more copiously but lacks Parrington’s organization of material, 
ernor Stark paign were Paul Robeson and Will Geer. They Last, but not least, consider Mr. Shumlin: penetration, and analysis. 
—- a agitated on the theory that charity bes at He was and still is a member of the Theatre This is especially obvious in the sections devoted to indentured 
aaa <owoe home. Arts Committee (TAC). As such, h upported ervitude. Here he follows the authorities I cite in my small book, 


Gols tanteseed, his ¥ "i 1d or All three of these men deny that they é the raising of funds for Chinese and Spanish quotes more at length, and ignores some later studies. Moreover, 
and will ealitvat on Peygns ither Communists or fel w-travelers. Su er relief. He did not then o ject to these cam- he misses important old sources in other sections and some invalu- 
possible, with tra rs and othe Peso oe ve Seema Anca neidences linked v0 th Patgns On the grounds that the American needy able new ones that hould be ¢ nsulted for a work of the length 
machiries. deoslllcace begga _ make their den ame first. — oo ; ’ e has subm tted. f the old ones one may mention W eeden’s 
juestionable. sast year he was enrolled under the emblem classic “Economic and Social! History of New England,” George 

GUE NEW LEADER is publicned Take, f xample, iul Robe f the Ameri an sabor Party. In the lz elec i. Beer’ several it valuable studies of colonial economic conditions 
Sr ict fa ee ee 5 <i galiags he portent agg scone tion he accepted membership on a committee and British colonial policies, Bruce’s economic history of Virginia 
those Russia as th untry in which t which we organized to support the A.L.P n the venteenth century, and Brooks Adams’ brilliant “Emanci- 
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nea ergy! Association, 7 E. 15th St., 

ew York, N.Y.; Tel. ALgonquin 4-4622. A - . ss ie 

VoL XXIII Sat Jo 2, 1940. No. 4 Mr. Langdon Post. When the ation of Mi assachusetts,”’ now more than fifty years old. 

Entered as Second Class Matter, Jan- atone Pav idovted a resolution con- framing Calve ’ change of view in recent years, the over- 

gare 3®, 1986, of the Post Office at New Aan Labor Party adopted a 1 ution ¢ Knowing Calverton’s change of vie rece years, the over 

York, under the act of March 3, 1879. ; ; 

1¥ ————— e: | hear Farley wants And then there is Will Geer: immediately sent in his resignation and 
OOF .... ’ a a " sot — > 4 ° 2 9 ° . “e : 9 9:3 

New York City Renewals........ 2. to | b president. ’ He visited Russia i years ago, was \v notice that he was opposed to the party’s policies. ne ae ee 

i --4e —— Countries..... > He: That's no news. He's entertained there and, like a benevolent Tam- Mr. Shumilin did not at any time condemn the THE AWAKENING OF AMERICA. By V. F. Calverton. The 

Lh ene been in the ring a long time. many politician, kissed babies of all ages. Stalin-Hitler pact or. the invasion of Finland. John Day Co. $38.75. 








t, Mr. Shumlin signed waited for this new book with curiosity and regrets that he 


Russia. demning the Stalin-Hitler pac 





served cannot write more favorably of it. 
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Nazi Clothes-Rationing 
Freezes Reich Workers 
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By Leon Dennen- 


What A Weld! 











Underwear, Stockings, 


Shoes Unavailable 
ONDON (I. T. F.) (Passed by the Censor).—A coupon is needed 


in Germany to buy a handkerchief, a pair of stockings, a shirt 
or a pair of under-pants. Tens of thousands of officials are em- 
ployed to watch that no one obtain an extra night shirt or hand- 
kerchief. On the ] state 
what garments they alread hable to vi 





} } ——s viene eeiind 
bacK Of every coupon applicants must 


Officials are 











them in their homes to ticular 
Applications by persons with than two suits or dresses 
more than six handkerchiefs, two pairs of under-pants or two 


shirts, are rejected. Many applicants are dealt with in approved 
S. A. style. 

The Labor Front daily paper recently reported the 
young woman who, on applying for a nig! 


case of a 


advised 








rown,, Was 





to sleep without one. Another woman applied for a certain article 
of clothing on the grounds tl] she had none. The official coughed 


article?” 
summoned up 
?” ~~ Answer: 
he official: “But-first you told me “s 


and the official 





come here without that 


I haven’t.” The official 


and asked: “Have you r 
She answered: “Of cou 
his courage: “And y 
“Of course I have.” 
Whereupon the woman walked off in a 
achieved his object 

















Coupons for overcoats, d s and suits are still more difficult 
to obtain. In certain dis in Berlin the rationing officials 
found literally everythir nough to repair and issued no 
coupons for suits and 0\ ats 11 s¢ coupons were issued, 
but nothing could be bought with n. Cobblers are kept so short 
of leather they can only ca ‘ rs at a very long notice. 





the case of machine-made footwear buyers 


(Kolnische Zeitung.) 





must wait four to months. Pers with only two pairs of 
shoes were hard hit by thi 1ortage her The Germaz 





longer 
mathematically 


Labor Front could do no t than should no 
be a point of honor neve 
straight” (Arbeitertum) 
“What Have 
The clothing rationiz 
immediately after the outbreak of ? 
administrative apparatus, that even the 
grumbles. 
staff issue and classify coupons from m 
into people’s homes to ascertain what clothing they possess. Many 
officials | wder to curry favor with 
highly-placed Nazis or to favor personal friends. Too many 
pons have been issued. Officials were instructed to inform the 
public that “ 1 established 
by the possession of a coupon” (Deutsche Gemeindebeamten-Zei- 


The public was fu 


; writ } nat 
Oo € \ a» | ) 


You in Your Wardrobe?" 

: y} was applied in Germany 
such an enormous 
Beobachter 
officials and other 


to night and pry 





Some eig! 





issue coupons genero 


cou- 
claim to rat d consumers’ goods was not 
tung). 

When the 
ficials became unple: 
know one anoth« 
robes and 
Zeitung. Those rece 
for a clothing counon had 7 "% 


of the issuing of- 


reduction took place the position 
ant. Especially in small tow? where people 
aucepans, ward- 
Rolniechs 


that their application 


and peep to or inother’s 


personal affairs, friction al reports the 


ivine p 





u ned that others were 






being favored. rT} vas at time when warm clothing wa 
needed for the winter 
A Bathing Suit or Five Handkerchiefs? 

In view of the hortage <« text 1aterials in Germany, 
a program of production has been laid down for the industry. 
First the needs of t army and the export trade must b 
met. Only then are civilian needs to receive consideration 
According to the present program, “the total production for 
the civilian sector will not be far below the position of 1932” 
(Frankfurter Zeitung). In other words, the position as regards 
clothing supplies is to be even worse than in th ar wi 
unemployment was a s wo! 

Every inhabitant of the Third Rei 
ration of textiles allotted to | The first ration mtaining 
coupons totalli one hui points, is t t til Octob 
31, 1940. Coupons issued sit the begin: g of the war are 
to be cancelled upon the issue e ne clothing card. The 
is to be some latitude in the ut of the. ration card, 






































which entitles the holder during irteen months to a bath- 
ing suit (10 points) rair (50 y« r pail 
socks (20 points), and a pair of long und ts (20), which 
exhausts his If vi to ) ose and 
Tun out ol I ta 1 ‘ instea 
of the bathing iit If he want i lit t T ri 
fifths of his annuai ration, leaving a_ balan for four pai 
of socks, r 

Women have ] 1 \ 
to a woolen ju l i 
accounts for two-fift} f t tion Whoev foes not 
sleeping without a nig rOW t go wit nist 
and two pairs of stockings. Only womer it a hu i 
or son in the war are allowed } nir lress without ratior 
coupons. Likewis early l nd pt l 
clothing remain f ationing 

The rationing of clothing arly ard upon t 
working pe T y were able to lay su} 
plies d 12 i ! ! } me) f 
1939. i ood quality 
second-hand good ] i : \ lvert 1 in Ge a} 
newspapers.  T! f ade at f 
lous prices in new t l nable to hoard 
and also cannot affo1 vf llicit traders 
Very many worke1 ndet swastika earn so little “that 
they often cannot l ts of the ratio 
cards, because aft t nt nd the food bill not 
enough is left,” writ t F’ f f Zeitung. Unused yu- 
pons are collected | N f ! s, who say that they 
are f I distr ib I » » put many wol ke rs 
believe they art t vard) s of hich- 


placed Nazis 


(Mr. Charles Edward Russeli, whose column, "The News 
Reel," usually appeors in this space, is ill. Publication 
of his column will be resumed next week.) 


W 


veniently 
public. 


on tne 


E 


and 


} 
P 


yntent with certain political ta- through 
os influencing the choice of me gone conclusion 
1orial speakers. 


without benefit of the presence 


N THE frozen marshes and lakeg of Finland 

the Bolshevik revolution which once raised 
the hopes and stirred the imagination of mil- 
lions of workers, liberals, humanitarians and 
Socialists is now dying an inglorious death. 

We are too near the event, too much involved 
in it emotionally and intellectually, to give an 
impartial and objective judgment of the October 
Revolution. Of one thing, however, I am cer- 
tain: it was inevitable that Bolshevism which 
seized power by violating one of its most car- 
dinal principles, that of freedom, fraternity and 
equality, should meet its end by violating its last 
remaining principle—the principle of anti-im- 
perialism which recognizes the right of all na- 
tions and peoples to a free and independent ex- 
istence. 

Two decades of Bolshevik terrorism have re- 
sulted in the almost complete destruction of the 
Socialist and Labor movements throughout the 
world. Now, however, the social and intellectual 
fog in which we have been plunged for over two 
decades is clearing and it is perhaps fitting that 
on the grave of the October Revolution we should 
review the past and draw the proper conclusions. 

Today more than ever, it seems to me, it is 
important to emphasize again and again that 
while the October Revolution is already dead 
and buried the great Russian revolutionary move- 
ment is still alive. The deeds and sacrifices of 
the great Russian souls who for more than a 
century watered with their blood the soil which 
swallowed tsarism were not in vain and their 
memory will long remain alive in the minds and 
hearts of those who truly believe in a society 
based on freedom and cooperation and not on 
profit and exploitation. 
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HAVE read numerous histories and accounts, 

in various languages, of the Russian revolu- 
tionary movement-—particularly of its most ideal- 
istic period which commenced in the sixties and 
ended with the split in the Russian Social Demo- 
cratic Party in 19083—but none of them have been 
as thorough and as fascinating as David Shub’s 
Heldn un Martyrer (Heroes Martyrs) re- 
cently published in Yiddish 


3evinning with Herman Lopatin, “one of the 





} 
ana 








greatest heroes and most remark: personal 
ities that the revolutionary movement in all 
countries has ever produced,” whose spirit v 





not broken, and belief in 
and freedom was 
years confinement 
fortress, Mr. Shub paints a vivid picture of the 
famous ts (Narodovgltsi) whose 
deeds of heroism eventually resulted in the over- 
throw of the tsarist autocracy. 

It would indeed be 
article the scope and breath of Mi 
work. An intimate participant in the 
revolutionary movement, a 


whose fervent justice 
not dampened, evef after 21 
in the notorious Schlisselburg 


tussian Populi 





difficult to describe in one 
Shub’s monu- 
mental 

Russian 
historian and possessor ef a swift-moving style. 
he has given us in Heldn un Martyrer a vivid and 
well-documented history not only of the Socialistic 
movement in Russia but also in Eurpoe and 
America. 

It is a fascinating gallery of revolutionary por- 
traits: Marx, Bakunin, Nachayev, Herzen, Kro- 
potkin, “Grandmother” Breshkovskaya, Vera Fig 
ner, Peter Lavrov, Sophie Perovskaia, Andrei 
Zheliabov, Tchaikovski, Plekhanov, Nicholas 
Chernishevsky—more than a _ hundred heroes, 
martyrs, terrorists and dreamers who lived with 
one thought, who had only one dream—the lil 
eration of the Russian people. 

The last of these, Nicholas Chernishevsky, who 
to my mind one of the greatest social think- 
ers of the nineteenth century and whose literary 
views have indirectly influenced a whole genera- 
tion of American social novelists and critics, has 
never been properly appreciated by Wester 
chroniclers of the Russian revolutionary 
ment. 


painstaking 


)- 


was 


move- 


card on the L, 


By VICTOR RIESEL 


HEN the Newspaper Guild chiefs decided to run a Broun 
own 
missar, Saul Mills, in charge. Many of Broun’s friends, who 
‘ere kicking instead of toeing the 


Memorial meeting, they placed their 


ignored when the list of 


Stalinite line, were con- 
speakers was 





Then came the revolution 


‘ial committee itself. 1 


memo? wires uninspire 
It seems that Quentin Reynolds, 
rnest L. Meyer, Lewis Gannett 
Franklin P. Adams (New 


Post and nformation 


F.P.A.) 


cr] oup 
The 


1 
Ork 


were not quits Dies 


lease 


They then held a_ meeting 


T a closed 
nor | | 


and sage steering advice of ' vas 

: - ore ie ™ non, lead 

Saul Mills and decided to i Wachees ‘Paste 
clude among the guests such 


i 


collaborator 
member “For Christians Only’) 
and 


APPARENTLY e1 


yersons as George Britt, former 


Red 
with Broun (re- 


ports the 
land as the 
the “worker 


Ernst. twhile 


Morris 
Max 


OLITICS, 
strikebreaker 


*hildren és 




















by any pressure 


Committee 
by the Coughlinite and Stalinite 
“opinion” machines, 
Committee 
1910 has been a 


Washington circles for months. 


you) majority faction which sup- 


Schachtman, as a 
and a scab.” 





Chernishevsky was the son of a priest who as 
early as 1848, while still a student at the uni- 
versity of Petersburg, became interested in the 
list theories of the famous French utopian 
Charles Fourier. Twice exiled to Si- 
beria, forever hounded by the tsarist authorities, 
Chernishevsky was nevertheless able to write in 
his diary: 

“T shall gladly give my life for the triumph of 
my convictions, for the victory of freedom, equal- 
ity and fraternity ... if only I am convinced 
that my beliefs are right and that they will tri- 
umph. Convinced of their triumph I shall not 
regret to die... .’ 

A brilliant critic, economist and _ publicist, 
Chernishevsky was without any doubt the great- 
est Russian exponent of socialist ideas. Karl 
Marx, it is said, decided to study the Russian 
language so as to be able to read Chernishevsky’s 
criticism of John Stuart Mill’s works. 


“ * 






socié 


socialist, 








A‘ a historian Mr. Shub paints with equal 
objectivity the bright and black sides of the 
rolutionary movement which produced 
Chernishevsky and fanatics like 
Nechayev, the spiritual father of Bolshe- 
vik terrorism, the first of the Russian revolution- 
ists for whom the end justified the means; 
like Vera Figner and traitors like Se 
yev who, after having plotted the assassination 
of Tsar Alexander II, betrayed his comrades to 
the police and finished his days as a respectable 
mathematics in Idaho (of all 
places!) voting, to his last day, the Republican 
ticket. 

Mr. Shub, who is a veteran Yiddish journalist 
and an editorial writer of the Forward, has little 
to say, in his history of the Russian revolution, 
either of Bolshevism or its leaders. He need not. 
The true and unadorned story of the men and 
vomen who prepared the ground for the over- 
itself the greatest indict- 





Russian re 
idealists 


Sergei 


like 





rgei 


professor of 








throw of tsarism is in 
ment of Bolshevism. 

The crime of that he has 

killed the and destroyed the soul of the 

1887 during the famous 

trial of the 21 members of Narodnaia Volia Her- 

able to declare in a tsarist 


greatest Stalin is 
spirit 
Russian revolution. In 


man Lopatin 





was 





re was a time when the court-room in 
the only place where freedom of 
resounded, where men on their way to 


fold would reveal their innermost thoughts 


Was 
speech 
the sez 

















and aspirations and criticize, without fear, the 

ing order. Now there is no longer any rea- 
son for making speeches here for we have been 
kept three years in jail without a trial and 


now we are being tried in jail and no one will 
hear our last words... .” 
The monstrous crimes of the tsarist regime! 


A half a century later, in 1937, in a Soviet 








court-room, the greatest leaders of the Bolshevik 
revo] n on trial for their lives were given 
only privilege to lick the boots of their mas- 


beg for mercy. 

Lopatin, Vera Figner, Morozoff and many oth- 
years in the dungeons of the 
isselburg fortress, yet they lived to tell the 
tale. No one, however, who was confined in the 
dungeons of Stalin’s Lubianka 


ers spent 


Sch 


many 








prison came out 
alive, 
ELDN UN MARTYRER, as the 
Yiddish eritic, S. Nis aptly put 


not merely a series of biographies of variou 


well-known 
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‘Yr, So 





ures of the Russian revolutionary movement, bi 
a well-knit, continuous story. The l 
rich, colorful and dramatic; it is 
clearly and vividly. 

It is regrettable that the because it is 
written in Yiddish, is unavailable to a large sec- 
tion of the American reading public. Never was 
there such a need for a book of this kind. It 
ought to be translated into English. 





materi 


presented 


book, 


little com- 


made 


was fought 





Continued 
probings all 
fore- 
in certain 


PADEREWSKI 
Once more the great pianist 
leads the fight for a demo- 
cratic, free Poland. He is 


. shown above as illness 
caucus Jim Can- forced him to discontinue his 
of the Socialist tour last year. 


(Trotskyites to 


TALINITES now fighting to 


invasion of Fin- keep their stranglehold on 
proper function of certain sections of the Amer- 
tate.” referred to ican Labor Party have been 
colleague in sliver reinforced by Rockwell Kent 


leading citizen of Ausable 
Forks, and Sir Stafford Cripps, 
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By Dick Reynard 


Workers Abroad 


I’ 





WILL be a 
vote their 


smear Great B 


ists who 
which to 
occurred 
ample proof that 
‘ treedom 








time to ferreting out 


in and France, 
last week in England an dent 
industrial democracy as well as 
has survived the declaration of war. 


About 250 












skilled, key working 





men, ern- 

ment-owned airplane factory producing ma- 

chines somewhere in the Midlands, went on strike in protest 
rie ; 






against piecework rates, 

ne. No troops were called, no barbed wire strung,—there was 
merely a conference with a Ministry of Lal who 
had rushed up from London. There have strikes 
during the past months, but this is the first in the vital govern- 


their weekly in- 








emissary 


peen many 





ment defense factories. 

British trade union leaders, guided by the policies of the 
Anglo-French Trade Union Council, which was formed at the 
suggestion of Sir Walter Citrine with the aim of strengthening 





the democratic trade union movement in both countries, fight 
every government encroachment on the rights of the organized 


working men. 
Two weeks ago T.U.C. leaders told the Chamberlain cabinet 
and employer representatives that labor will insist on wages 
being freely negotiated by the normal machinery which 
existed before September 3, 1939. 
At their third 
of Industry, they 


session with Sir John Simon and the Council 
fought right down the line f their rights, 
war or no war. In this manner the Laborites won permanent 
wage increases for 400,000 working people during the month 
between November 15 and December 15. On January 1, about 
80,000 transport workers received pay raises; a few hours after 
this was announced, that 100,000 men in the gas in- 
dustry were getting more money. 

Cooperative service employees have won an 
000,000 as a result of contracts negotiated during the five months 
of war. These new agreements signed by the English Retail 
Cooperative societies affect 25,000 employees of the CWS, 20,000 
working for the Scottish wholesale and retail societies, and 17,000 
Cooperative Laundry workers. 

British trade union leaders are making good their promise to 





news came 


increase of $10,- 


fight for wage increases as the cost of living jumps sky high. 
+ s + 
Full Liberty for 
Anti-War Groups 
NDER the leadership of 
Britain, the 
includes some 32 


the Independent Labor Party of Great 
” drive has grown. At present it 
divisions, 14 city Trade Union 
councils, six the No Conscription League, the 
Socialist Party of Great Britain, the Independent Socialist Party, 
the Socialist Anti-War Front, and five minute Trotskyist fronts. 

The total membership in ms numbers not 
many thousands, ish Labor Party,— 
and unanimous in urging “a 
the war, bring about 
vvernments which are conducting 


“peace 
Labor 


cooperative 


now 
Party 


groups, 








organizati 
in the Bri 





against the mill 





Dut their literature is vituperative 
revolt which 

the defeat of the 
the war.” 


aims not only to stop but to 


capitalist 


In other words, the British government is now permitting 
the circulation of hundreds of thousands of newspapers, 
leaflets and other forms of printed propaganda, all urging 
the civilian and military population to revolt against it and 
to work for the defeat of the British and French armies. This 
commentator has available copies of such literature, should 
there be any question of the authenticity of this report, 











The powerful Transport Workers Union, which Ernst Bevin 
leads, has its own way of de: with central trade union groups 
urging revolt. It refuses to iation dues to any city 
Trade Union Council advo at any price.” 


Another powerful 
its ranks than all th 
714 i 


) 


members in 
ive” combined, recently 
policy of 


with nore 


voted Party’s 


supporting resistance 


Feuchtwanger Released 
From French Camp 


S° MUCH has been tten aligning 


whose territory, indust 





’s government, 
lirectly under 





the muzzles of Germany’s west wall big guns, that it is pleasant 
to be able to report Pari released 156 of its most prominent 
German refugee war-time prison Among these are Lion 


Feuchtwanger, Conrad Heiden, 
Wilhelm Speyer. 


Feuchtwanger’s release is of special interes 


Conrad Wolff, Karl Bondy, and 


t, since he has 


been a one-man literary transmission belt for Stalinite activity 


and propaganda in Europe. He is now free to roam France, 
malign his country, and urge its soldiers to turn their weapons 
on the government. He is at liberty to reflect Comintern pol- 
icles 

Reports indicate that some 8.000 German ref, gees, of the 
15,000 put in isolation camps when the war broke out, have been 


Many of 


duration of 


ay Pe 
fighting 


released, jomed the French foreign legion 
for the 











German Prisoners 

Fight Jailers 

"TORTURED inmates of German concentration prisons are be- 
ginning to hit back at their j . From li Frischauer, 

sritish Labor Party contact with the underg nd Austrian move- 

ment, comes news that the lave even been attempts at mutiny 

and escapes by “suicide squads,’ hich referred to be shot try- 

ing to flee rather in yen) arp I 

T} Schwarze Korps, S. S. B ( rd me ! reports 
that “the outrages by prisoner igainst t * guards have rTe- 

ed that the concentration can eal front in the war.” 

prisoners find ) t ? f vho have 
replaced the young gua nt to } 

Czechs constant!yv arriving } Par ‘ter scaping into the 
Balkans and t1 r to } I ranean, report 
hat the Nazi ri i nt are power- 

ss ag st t I : to th 
sceret ganizati« luring 
war 
3 ret r é yt Czech army 
and ai ( fi P { I elore hostilities 
dep: 
It now r i y punishes 
i Czech i ’ 


Entire trainloads 
are sidetracked and 


“Sabotage is its most dangerous 


weapon 


of food and forage for the German Army 








are found weeks later at small stations, with their loads 
perished, 
D ; , . ay ament fact ries, e@X- 
ju i rvals 
4 , 
arma? r WOrKs 
Pp t Ger rrit wi a 
5s Oo a if the 
j . hur 
4 ! ( 
Ger rm\ rries, 
i same 
rator 
s Ww \ and got the sup- 
4 Rit ’ : 
Db l nee i support 
. - é he con- 
fr, it ” a lascratch exe 
r y ! passed a res- 
tr parvo r t r g ) *Commu- 
¥ n wv nist anyone known to be 
| ea rs! Im Uf OpT t ‘officia policy.” 
fendine . PY ens tod? 6 = , 
ng - f Sir Staf 1, now 
ficial Chamberlain mie 
B be hailed by American 
Wades ‘Y pact 8 ; ts hen he arrives 
for a new an aig $s & g tf one-man peace 
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By Leon Jouhaux 


Secretary-Genera! French Confederation of Labor 


ARIS (Passed by the Censor).—So many 

false rumors and contradictory reports 
been circulated by 
ing the expulsion of the Communists from the 
French Confederation of Labor, I my 
duty to set forth the 
speak for themselves. 

As for the slanderous attacks the 
have made and 
personally, they are so 
only fit: answer is 

In March, 1936, a convention was held in the 
greatest enthusiasm at Toulouse, in southwest 
France, to fication of the 


have 
the Stalinist press concern- 
Sct onee, “$i 
peleve it 
simple facts and let them 
Communists 
against me 
false the 


siience 


continue to make 
outrageously 


contemptuous 


t } Yr } 
consecrate the re-unl 


Scene during the French general stele 
as police charged labor demonstrators. 


forces of French labor. The Communists, grouped 
in the Unitary Federation of Labor, returned to 
the folds of the old Confederation 

That reconciliation seemed to everyone at the 
time to be rich with promise of future victory. 

In September and October, 1939, three and 
one-half years later, without any manifestation 
of joy, but with the firm conviction of accom- 
plishing an ineluctable duty, the General Con- 
federation of Labor decided to break with the 
Communist for their refusal to disavow formally 
he Hitler-Stalin Pact. 


* * + 
Sheds 


was 


definite rupture with the Communists 
consumated in two stages. When it was 
that the pourparlers had begun at 
Moscow between Soviet Russia and Nazi Ger- 
many, the Administrative Committee of the 
C.G.T. met immediately, August 24th, and voted, 
by eighteen against eight with two abstentions, 
a resolution of which I shall give only the 
important paragraphs. 

“The Confederation of Labor has always given 
its full support to the policy of united action by 
peaceful nations, based on the organization of 
collective security and cquality and reciprocity 
in the contracted obligations. 

“It has always declared that loyalty is indis 
pensable in establishing peaceful relations 
among nations. It eannot therefor approve the 
signature of a non-aggression pact which con- 
tains no reservation clause whatsoever. 

‘The Administrative Committee cannot help 
remarking that the pact weakens the whole 
Peace Front policy at the very moment when 
the European tension approaches its culminat- 
ing point.” 

On August 28th, the Confederal Bureau of 
C.G.T. confirmed the A.C.’s opposition to 
the German-Soviet Pact. 

» * * 

HE outbreak of the war did not modify the 

Communist leaders attitude. They persisted 


announced 


the 


French Labor Ranks Solid 
Despite C. P. Post-Pact Attacks 


in seeing a guaranty of peace in the Hitler- 
Stalin Pact.... 

3ut on September 17th, a 
extreme importance oecurred. 
marched into Poland. 

The majority of the members of the Con- 
federal Bureau, together with a great number 
of the members of the Administrative Commit- 
tee, published the next day the following 
declaration: 

“Tn view 


event of 
troops 


new 
Soviet 


of the invasion of Polish territory 
by the Soviet armies, the Confederal Bureau 
of the C.G.T. declares that the Hitler-Stalin 
Pact which it has already denounced, now shows 
fully its intention of giving assistance to the 
aggressor. It is a premeditated and consumated 
betrayal of peace. It is a betrayal of the 
proletariat who had been called upon to rise up 
against the Nazis. 

“The aid given to the government rightfully 
considered as the aggressor and destroyer of 
all human liberties, imperils the lives of count- 
less millions of human beings and among whom 
are many million workers. 

“Faced with this terrible situation, the Con- 
federal Bureau declares that collaboration is no 
longer possible with all those who do not, or 
cannot, condemn this denial of the principle of 
human solidarity which is the honor of our 
labor movement. 

“The Confederal Bureau is confident that all 
the workers, without distinction of opinion—for 
the liberty of opinion is not in question here— 
will remain elbow to elbow in their unions 
as heretofore. 

“The Confederal Bureau has taken this deci- 
sion out of respect for the laws of honesty 
and morality.” 

By twenty-four votes against five and two 
abstentions, the Administrative Committee rati- 
fied the declaration. 
orca are the naked facts. The deeper reality 

behind these facts must not, however, be 


Duce Squashes Internal Unrest, 
Prepares for Deal With Nazis, Soviet 


ARIS (Passed by 

statements as to 

war last August are 
silent one—of the country 
tations of like nature 
tne 


the head of the government carrying out 
the *‘pact f teel” and ali 


the time he signed 
increasing subservience to Hitler. 
There are one hundred 
names of the people, both forei 
from Italy, who have 
readers in the most 
Mussolini’s foreign 
explained in the 
France. 
Moreover, we 
himself admitted 
of Deputies that 
gaden to inform the 
war of the Germai 
their aggression av: 
It is true that 
well known by this 
enraged *chancellor. 
sion remains and is 
a@ surprise in store 
in Italy have not yet b 
The Catholics wer 
circles’and in the pulpit 
not a few clergymen were 


ia 


islands or remote villages 


THs it’s easy t 
Vatican aes "th 


he 
and even bestowed 
he cautiously used 
comiums the “man 
Needless to Say 
strong opposition 
loud were the protes 
“It seemed 
eral impression 


‘easons 


lergy 


workers. 


Confi irmation of 


a meddling; 
by tl nilitary; and finally 
army’s 


llans 


on ean, 


spoken 
orde 
as punishment for 


rs of Italy.’ 
from singling out for 


August, 
and 


the truth of my previous 
join Germany in the 
- veritable revolt—and not a 
unmistakable manifes- 
the firm stand taken by It 
maneuvers, all prevented In 
plan he had conceived at 
Italy into an ever- 


failure to 


supplied by 
isn’t 


the 
so forced 23rd; 
reveal the 
arrived in France 
however, assure my 
the standstill to which 
for the present—is 
which have 


why I should not 


recently 
the 


at the 
for 


loaut time 
report “| reached 


Italian foreign minister no 


The 
}- 
mock 
ne to 


assembly called Chamber 
cious 
of worry 


century gone 


Lerchtes- 
between the will to 
join the Nazis i 


Salzburg and 


wide gap 

luctance to 
in his relate the story, 
the outburst of anger of the 
But the confes- 
future should have 
interna] differences 


speech 


course, 
the 


the 


eve of Salzburg. In their 
that according to reports 
the government, to small 
their “sin”! 


r of 


Christmas speech at the 
house of Savoy 
doing 
special] ene 


his 
the reigning 


But in so 


and also in September, 
the Catholic circles, no less 
was the gen- 
and of 


murder,” 


political thought 


Let them read Ciano’s speech, 
certain 
a complete defense of all German theses. 
even true 
Minister 
Ribbentrop’s 
but he also admitted that as 
been reached as the result of negotiations for a political extension of the pact 
concluded between Germany 

In these words one may find definite confirmation of the 
Soviet collusion dates back at least to April and May of last year, and also 
revelation that 
when 
the “pact of 
strange coincidence 
mention is 
that the megalomaniac totalitarian rulers have conceived plans far more auda- 
than those which are 


effect, 
August 21 of 


made of 
(fantastic” 


to the 


TALIN’S RUSSIA has 
ditionalistic,’ 


ing those who believe that a new welding of the axis is out of the question. 
not in the emasculated and adulterated version 
Italian text. It is 


news agencies, but in the origina] 


that it explicitly condemns 
Ciano admitted that he had 
departure for Moscow, 


been 


and the USSR.” 


the fascist 
négotiaticns 
steel” and signatures 
which explains, on 
Finland, and on 


agreed to 
between 
were 

hand, 


other, war 


government had 
were proceeding 
thereto 
the one 
the 


why 


would be the proper word) 

myopes who look into the future with eyes 
o + * 

even more imperialistic, but 

While the latter 


become 


than ezarist Russia. 


German-Soviet collusion. 
advised 
which took’ 
“early as April and May an agreement had of 


place on 


fact that German- 


the 
Germany 
about to 


extension 
be affixed—a 


in Ciano’s speech 
rants the 


and minds of a 


also less 
was fascinated by the 


masked by silence. Three essential points should 
be brought out into the full light. 

The first is that a huge tidal wave of opinion 
raised the workers against those who insisted 
on defending against all reason Moscow’s poli- 
cies. Many are the comrades who have written 

before leaving for the front, asking us for 
categoric action and clearcut decisions. 

“We don’t know whether we shall ever see 
the house of the C.G.T. again, but at least keep 
it clear of any compromise with those who made 
war inevitable.” That is the leit-motif of all 
the letters we have received. 

The second fact, just as important, is that 
the worker’s faith in his trade-union and in 
his federation has remained untouched, precisely 
because our action was the result of an upheaval 
of opinion. 

Within two month after having taken the 
severe measures against the Communist, the 
majority of the Federations which were in their 
hands have been reconstituted. Perhaps even 
more significant is the fact that certain Federa- 
tions, such as the Railway Workers and the 
Lighting Federation, very stréngly controlled 
by the Stalinists, “vomited” their Communist 
leaders. 

The third observation is that it is entirely 
wrong to speak of a Communist secession. There 
has been a foreed elimination of undesirable 
elements for having introduced their political 
slogans into the unions and for trying to have 
the workers, through their unions, approve the 
acts and policies of a foreign government. 

Communists in good faith who do not over- 
step ‘trade-union discipline can remain in the 
Confederation of Labor. The decision of the 
C.G.T. excludes from their posts only those who 
seek to place the unions at the disposal! of their 
political opinions. 

These three capital observations help make 
clear the decision we have taken. The C.G.T. 
can pride itself on having acted in the best 


interests of the French workers, which are by 
the same token the interests of the French 
nation as a whole. 

The aggression against Finland, country _ of 
three million inhabitants, by Soviet Russia, with 
its 160 million inhabitants, confirms again, if 
added confirmation were really needed, the 
justice of the position we have taken for the 
defense of peace and the right of every people 
to self-determination. 

It stresses the heavy responsibility of Soviet 
Russia for the great tragedy through which 
we are passing to safeguard of liberty and 
democracy. 


After the police charge. 


By G. E. Modigliani 


Leader of the Exiled Italian Socialist Party 


claim to a sphere of influence 
whether her 
eign trade will not require 
the Mediterranean, which is so 
navies of stronger powers. 

And as on the Siberian 
Russia less and less 
on the Baltie but 
harbors on 


only on 
the 


not only 
so because her 
months. 

N ROME there is no thought 


the 


just 
and Italy sion. Russia is farther than 
were the Italian students and 
at the same time the second 
ing its destination in Helsinki, 


It is foolish, therefore, not 


supposition 


a source 
tion. As a matter of fact, 
her voice, but in reality her 
they are unmistakably 

While the fascist 
while fascist Italy 
claims advanced by 
papers the Italian 


“tra- 
declares 
one 


at the expense of belligerents. 
One more detail | 
delete it. Nice and Corsica, 


Balkans and the Dardanelles, the former, 


sea 


-acific, 
secure, 
alo on 


ever 
newspapers 
shipment of 


sity arises, to an agreement between Moscow 
whenever 
aims 
imperialistic! 
government 
her 
of the 
“historic claims,” as 
making their appearance, and they are al! Mediterranean and all 


wish to 
and 


although unwilling to renounce its 
in the Balkans, must of necessity ask herself 


increased production and the foreseeable development of her for- 


than that supplied by 
dominated by the 


freer 
and easily 


safer and 
contested 


lanes 
bitterly 


the Japanese menace makes the position 
it is no wonder that she covetous eyes 
the free expanse of the Atlantic, the more 
White Sea are unusable in the winter 


casts 
almost 


of getting a part of the distant loot. But in 


Italy somebody must have welcomed the war in Finland as a convenient diver- 


Mediterranean. ‘Not for nothing 
laim Finland. But 
instead of reach- 


from the 


allowed to ace 
aeroplanes, 
Germany. 

way will be found, if neces- 
and Rome on the Balkan ques- 
mentioned Italy raises 
Mediterranean. And 


Italian 
detained in 
that a 


was 
to foresee 
the Balkans 
and will 


are 
are remain 
the attack on Finland; 
she makes her own all the 
Germany. In the Italian news- 
commonly called, are already 
be realized 


officially ignores 
non-belligerency, 
belligerents 


they are 


and ] 


Tunisia 


will not 
claimed 


the censor 
Suez, were 


bring out, believe 


still more and 


by students in the streets of Rome and by members of parliament on Novem- 


ber 30, the 


the 


1938, on very 

Foolish, yes, but how 
had not yet given Italy 
order of the day was 
for anything, as 


then a 
Ciano said in 


B°" even now there are people who fail to understand, 

who rely on Pius XII to avoid the 
Pope does not 
did he speak of peace and of the most convenient way to 
Papal 


a few 
Unquestionably the 


conformity with Catholic and 


day 
French general strike would jeopardize 
revealing! 
a chance 
furious 
the close of his 


when it was foolishly thought in Italy that 
the existence of the country. 
And to think that at that time the war 
to declare a state of non-belligereney! The 
rearmament and a Warning to prepare 
speech 


* 


Nay, there are not 
worst. 

welcome a Italy. But no 
bring it 


the Italian 


war in sooner 


about—in 
press admon- 


policies than 


ished the Vatican that while fascism regards the Catholic Church with deepest 
respect (as do all neophites), foreign politics is faith and 
that in this field no interference would be 
In conclusion I may say that if the 
must act as they did last August. 
Something will come out of it 





different walks 
But in this 
than in 1924. 
allowing :the 
leave it*free to pursue a foreign policy unh 
In this regard it is well to repeat that 





not an article of 
tolerated. 


Italians want to avoid the 





administered more generously 
followed for the purpose of 
the internal situation and 
indered by any opposition. 
bitter disappointment is 


were 
ruard” 





Then 


vovernm yntro] over worst, they 


READY FOR MORE HEROICS? 


U. §. Isolationists’ Policy Leads 


To Super-Armament Program 


World, That will mean the enrollment and train- 
men and the provision of equipment for war on land 
the air and under the sea, on a vastly greater 
scale than anyone dares to talk of in Washington today. 
Three billions will be but a fraction of its money vost— 
and its cost in things more precious than money can nardly 
be calculated. If we are going to do the thing, let us be 
ready to do a complete job. 
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President of the Rand School 
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Plan for Haven 


NE HUNDRED families in 

Matanuska, Alaska, are now 
full owners of their own hospital, 
garage, dormitory, and water 
systm, and have thereby brought 
to a successful climax the New 
Deal Alaskan resettlement pro- 
ram which was launched by 
Harry L. Hopkins to establish a 
haven for Midwest farmers made 
penniless by the drought. 

When the project was started, 
the usual clever critics of the ad- 
ministration tumbled over each 
other in painting devastating pic- 
tures of new “white elephants.” 
Today, unnoticed by the regular 
press, the Alaska colony is virtu- 
ally self-supporting. While the 
government will continue giving 
financial aid to these colonists, 
such support will be in the form 
of loans only. 

Plans launched some time ago 
for fuller use of Alaska as a 
haven for penniless or refugee 
families have been given marked 
impetus through the successful 
use of the land by the resettled 
men, women, and children there 
now. 

The area’s 586,400 square miles 
are at present populated by 59,- 
278 people. Room for immigrants 
is to be found in the various 
Alaskan industries, of which 
farming, sealing, fishing, cann- 
ing, and mining are the most im- 
portant. In 1937, for example, the 
value of furs exported from the 
northern colony reached $2,312,- 
865. 

= = » 

HE colony is of particular 

value to the United States 
as a source of fish, chiefly sal 
mon. The land is also noteworthy 
for its vast forests, 21,000,000 
acres of which are in reserva- 
tions given specia] attention by 
the government. 

Many times during 1939 Alas- 
ka’s sparsely populated territory 
has been mentioned as the base 
for settlement of refugees from 
Europe, as well as from the U. 
S. dust bowl sector. Alaska’s po- 
tential wealth hits fabulous 
figures in the billions. Its climate 
permits every type of agricul- 
tural, commercial and industrial 
activity. A drive is now on to 
make it a tourist center. 

Alaska’s potentialities as a 
market and refugee haven can 
be graphically realized by a 
glance at the statistics which re- 
veal that the territory is 11 times 
larger than New York State and 
has less people in it than any 
one of the empire states’ minor 
cities. 


SHARECROPPERS PROTEST 
TO U. S. ON EVICTIONS 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Repre- 
sentatives and sharecroppers in 
six southern states this week told 
government officials that in- 
stances of evictions from their 
homes were increasing and asked 
for Federal) aid. 

About 25 delegates conferred 
with Agriculture Department, 
Federal Housing, WPA and So- 
cial Security Administration offi- 
cials on a proposed program to 
‘rehabilitate sharecroppers. 
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Stocks and Bonds. 


Billions Spent in Fake Ads 
Boost Prices for Consumers 


By IRVING B. ALTMAN 
Editor of Dynamic America 


HE American private enterprise system is not as efficient as it is cracked up to be. 
To produce a ton of coal, we waste a second ton of coal; to produce a barrel of oil, we 
waste four additional barrels of oil; to produce one million cubic feet of natural gas, we 
waste an equal amount of gas; to produce 100 billion feet of lumber, we waste 70 


billion feet. 


Another form of waste, from the economic standpoint, is found in the competitive 


brands of products. 


Some argue that t 





eause it supplies such a vast va-#-—— . 


riety of competitive goods. 

But isn’t it possible that essen- 
tial materials and manpower are 
being consumed for the produc- 
tion of “competitive brands” 
which serve no useful economic 
purpose? 

The National Survey for Po- 
tential Product Capacity, a gov- 
ernment sponsored study, re- 
vealed that if. we set up an ade- 
quate budget for all our families, 
eliminated wasteful methods of 
production, and used our existing 
plants to capacity we could pro- 
duce annual incomes of about 
$4.700 for each American family. 

Take flour for an example: 
Here we have 45 competitive 
brands. There are 55 brands of 
catsun; 60 brands of insect kill- 
ers; 65 brands of ginger ale; 75 
brands of tooth paste; 85 brands 
of cereals; 110 brands of coffee 
(now you know why your restau- 
rant serves such bad coffee); 110 
brands of washing machines; 165 
brands of fountain pens (most of 
them don’t write). 

What makes al] 
activity possible? 
found in our chaotic system of 
distribution and  advertising— 
the latter one of our most glori- 
ous and scintillating rackets. 

* ” * 
recent study of the 20th Cen- 
tury Fund shows that of ev- 


this wasteful 
The answer is 


ery dollar spent by the consume} 
for goods, 51 cents goes f 
tribution and only 4% 
production. 

Stuart Chase has 
the yearly output of 
sources heedlessly sca 
destroyed ... a billion slave 
energy turning 
dragging unneeded loads, motion, 
speed, momentum unbounded—to 


cents 


useless wheels, 


Paper 

EWSPRINT, the special 

type of paper essential for 
publication of your favorite 
daily, is once more coming to 
the U. S. from Finland after 
suspension of its export at the 
time of the Soviet invasion, 
November 30. 
While Soviet mining of the 
waters around the Aland 
Island in the Gulf of Finland 
at first disrupted Finnish ship- 
ping. new routes have been 
found by Helsinki. 
The Scandinavian nation pro- 
duces 200,000 tons of news- 
print for export to this coun- 
try annually. Paper and pulp 
production forms two-thirds of 
her industry. 
More than 100,000 tons of the 
vital material are sent to the 
U. S. annually by Sweden, and 
50,000 from Norway. 
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Polls Show Nation 
Favors Amendment 


By CLARA GRUENING STILLMAN 

OR over 30 years the last week-end in January has been ob- 

served as Child Labor Day, Each year there has been some 
gain to record, and each year there has remained an army of 
youngsters from six to eighteen working in 48 states under 48 
sets of conditions largely detrimental to health, character and 
education, often dangerous to life and limb, and generally pre- 
judicial to development as human beings, producers and citizens. 

Within the past year the Wages and Hours Act has removed 
some 50,000 children under sixteen from industry but there are 
still, roughly estimated, from 750,000 to 900,000 whom it does 
not reach. Until the census of 1940 is completed we cannot 
give accurate figures. 

This is a good year to take stock for it marks the end of 
the most effective decade in the long effort to solve this basic 
problem of our national life, and the beginning of another decade 
during which we should put a full stop to the exploitation of im- 
mature workers in a society which has not enough jobs for adults. 

Child labor takes jobs from men and lowers their wages, fore- 
ing competition with its own cheapness. (It exists only because 
it is cheap. A child will accept a wage that a man cannot. Even 
the older children find themseives in competition with the younger 
ones.) Child labor vitiates family life and contributes largely 
to juvenile crime. 

Child labor has always been with us. It came over in the May- 
flower and landed on Plymouth Rock. Even children of five, 
a contemporary observed, could earn their keep by weeding and 
gathering clams; but in those days industry was a household 
affair and there was always more work than workers. 

HE standards of a primitive industrial society on the edge of 

a great continent to be peopled and developed, the Puritan 
conviction—so clearly allied to the economic situation—that idle- 
ness was sin, and the pioneer virtue of individualism conditioned 
our attitude toward child Jabor even throughout the 19th cen- 
tury, 

Conditions changed, great industries arose in crowded cities, 
the frontier shrank, land became dearer. The struggle for ex- 
istence became pitiless. The conception of the survival of the 
fittest blended with the elder notions of industry and individual- 
ism. The employment of children was still considered a valuable 
social service. 

It was not until the early years of the 20th century that the 
recognition of child labor as a social anachronism and menace 
became sufficiently general to be organized. At that time there 
was only a thin sprinkling of state laws mildly dealing with hours 
and ages. 

In many states there was no limitation of either. Fifteen 
states had no compulsory school attendance law, some required 
attendance for only two or three months a year. Only two states 
had established an eight-hour day for children under 16. 

It was only after some years of disheartening efforts to achieve 
a uniform and reasonably high standard of child labor legislation 
through the states that federal legislation was turned to. Two 
federal child labor laws passed in 1916 and 1919 were promptly 
declared unconstitutional by the United States Supreme Court. 
Still another approach had to be found. 

The next attempt was to secure a federal amendment not set- 
ting any standards for child labor but merely enabling Congress 
to legislate on the subject. In 1924-1925, after a bitter debate, 
the House and Senate passed it by a huge non-partisan ma- 
jority. 

Immediately a tremendous campaign of 
launched by the National Association of 
textile interests of the southern states. 
only six states ratified the amendment. 
pass it. 

Y 1933, however, the depression was in full swing. Men begged 

in the streets and stood in bread lines while children worked. 
Sometimes a young child was a family’s only breadwinner, This 
situation, raw as it was, had its educational value. That year 14 
additional states ratified the amendment. 

Immense and unscrupulous forces rose against the measure. 
The National Committee for the Protection of Child, Family, 
School and Church was the noble name of a group organized 
by the Sentinels of the Republie for the express purpose of defeat- 
ing the amendment. The Farmers’ States Rights League, another 
such association, was not composed of farmers and was interested 
in no rights except that of preserving a large supply of cheap 
labor for the textile interests it represented. 

These groups flooded the country with misrepresentations of 
the amendment and were equaly resourceful in the high-powered 
use of public and private influence. Their propaganda succeeded 
in limiting the number of ratifying states to eight more. 

Yet the legislatures that failed to ratify were acting in direct 
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conscripted in time of war 
has already caused activity by 
the nation's top income bracket 
along the lines of the “Citi- 
zens’ Back-to-Work” commit- 
tees and the West Coast’s 
pro-vigilante Women of the 
Pacific. 
Women Investors in America, 
Inc., this week issued warn- 
ings to all members that a 
bill pending in the Senate 
would authorize the President 
to draft wealth for the na- 
tional defense in case of war 
or “imminent” emergency. The 
proposal would enable the 
chief executive to require that not 
rich men and women invest in 
government bonds during a 
national crisis. 
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sional committee into a line 
destructive. 
Following an avalanche of 
chairman of the 
indicating a 
of the economic 


committee, 
Women Investors, Inc., is cir- 
cularizing its members and 
followers in an effort to launch 
a “spontaneous” telegram off the 
wave to Washington to kill 
the measure. The society has 
an New York office at 535 Fifth 
Avenue and another outlet in 
Washington. 
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Children at Work 


HE fourth White House conference on Children in a 

Democracy closed last week with the endorsement and 
support of many national influential groups. This gathering 
heard diseussed the vital problems of child welfare. It made 
plans for a National Citizens’ Committee which will work in 
labor, agricultural, religious, industrial and professional circles 
for the progress of America’s youth. 
The conference and its concomitant publicity has once more 
focused the nation’s attention on the problem of aiding the 
depression-caught children of America. One of the most im- 
portant facets of this problem is the banning of child labor. 
In the accompanying article, Clara Gruening Stillman discusses 
the pressure-groups which have kept state legislatures from 
ratifying the Child Labor Amendment. Miss Stillman has long 
been a student of child labor and the birth control movement. 
She has written frequently on these and other allied subjects 
for many publications, including the Herald-Tribune, The 
Nation, The New Republic, and the Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 
She is the author of “Mid-Victorian Modern,” a biography of 
Samuel Butler. 








opposition to majority opinion in every state, as shown by a 
nationwide pol] of the American Institute of Public Opinion in 
1937, 

New York State, which has a good child labor law, has a bad 
record on the amendment. For many years the Senate Judiciary 
Committee refused to report out the measure. In 1935 the mem- 
bers kept their votes secret, each pledging himself never to 
divulge his own or any one else’s vote. 

In 1936 a public hearing at Albany was 
pressure of publie opinion. 

In 1937 the mandate of 83 per cent of the people of this state 
was ignored by our representatives who defeated the amendment 
in spite of its overwhelming endorsement by labor unions, or- 
ganized social workers, parents and teachers, trained nurses, con- 
sumers, clubwomen, business and professional women, non-parti- 
san citizens, Protestant, Jewish and Catholic committees, the 
American Legion, the National Conference on Labor Legislation, 
many individual industrialists, a Democratic President, a Repub- 
lican ex-President, a Democratic Governor, a Fusion Mayor, and 
the example of 28 states which had ratified it. 

A last-minute campaign had revived all the old lies and added 
a few new ones. Behind it were reactionary economic associations, 
certain newspapers and the hierarchy of the Catholic Church 
which in this parted company with many of its most distinguished 
members, one of whom, the late’Senator Thomas Walsh, was one 
of the original drafters of the amendment. 

HE suggestion that the word “labor” could be interpreted as 

“education,” that if the amendment passed Congress would 
“control” youth and force attendance at public as against pa- 

rochial schools, that it would become illega! for children to 
help with the dishes or do family chores on the warm, and the 
false assertion that the states throughout the nation have ade- 
quate child labor laws were industriously and effectively circu- 
lated. 

Of course the word “labor” has never been used to mean “edu- 
cation” in any public document. Labor and education have sepa- 
rate administrative agencies in city, state and nation which have 
never been and cannot be substituted for each other, 

Furthermore only nine of our states have adequate child labor 
laws. Nevertheless the majority of our state legislators found it 
expedient to affect great concern over the horrendous dangers 
to religion, home life and states’ rights lurking in the amendment, 
and voted accordingly. 

However, the fight will go on with or without the support of 
the wealthy Empire State. The amendment will be introduced 
again this session, and in 1940-1941 it will come before the legis- 
lature of every state that has not yet ratified it. 

Two possible legal obstacles have been recently eliminated by 
U. S. Supreme Court decisions which ruled that a state can ratify 
after previous rejection, and that there is no time limit to rati- 
fication of the amendment by all the states, 

These two vitally important verdicts leave the field open, 
therefore, to the public of every state to see to it that its legislature 
expresses the already recorded will of the majority. With the 
heartening realization that in the past decade new forces have 
changed both the extent and nature of child labor, the supporters 
of the amendment have a reasonable hope of success. 

The factors which radically changed the situation were the 
unemployment crisis, NRA, increased mechanization, the impetus 
given to state legislation by the amendment campaign, and the 
Wages and Hours Act of 1938. Whether temporary or permanent 
in themselves, these measures and situations have left a lasting 
impress on child labor. 

Next week I shall show what these agencies have accomplishéd 
and failed to accomplish and what is the status of child labor 
today, 
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New York 


T THE start of the monopoly investigation 


pected them to round up millions of ballots and 
winked an eye at forgeries. The purpose was 
to continue in power a board of directors who 
would act as “yes men” for the management in- 
stead of directing it. 


WEVD, 


America’s é 
which This would explain something. It would ex- 
plain why the great insurance companies, holding 
the savings of 64,000,000 Americans and using 
the vast ‘power of twenty-seven billions of dol- 
lars in practices sometimes corrupt, are able to 
continue tactics which are gradually undermin- 
ing the confidence of the their own 
premium firms. 

If millions of ballots for the directors are forged 
by insurance agents, or if the policy holders are 
not fully informed regarding elections and give 
the agents carte blanche signatures on ballots, it 
is obviously public to have 
the boards of those companies who 
will bring about reforms. 
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concerning Managers on 
l through eco- 
is equally obvious in that case, that 
people will be cheated on their in- 
(Continued on Page Six) 
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f the investi- | VELT’S drive to put 
fresh blood into the Su- 
preme Court has sue- 
ceeded in cutting 23 years 
off the average age of the 
majority sitting on the 
high bench. 

In 1937, the majority con- 
sisted of the following 
Justices: Hughes, then 74; 
McReynolds, 74; Suther- 
land, 74; Van Devanter, 
77, and Butler, 70. The average being 73.8. 
Life began for the new majority, according to 
the Pitkin method of computation, a little 
more than nine years ago. Roosevelt's five new 
justices averaged 49.2 years when chosen. 
Their ages now are: Black, 53: Reed, 55; 
Frankfurter, 57; Douglas, 11, and Murphy, 46. 
“ Present average: 50.4. 


seems 


elebre 


Justice Hughes 


In choosing his new justices, the President 
picked only two, Black and Murphy, who had 
served as judges previously. 
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Gifted Necro Singer The Cleveland Orchestra Margaret Sullavan and At the Palace 
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SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
FEDERATION AT WORK 


Readers in Localities in Which S.D.F. Branches Do Not Now Exist 
May Obtain Information, Charter Blanks, Membership Applications, 
Ete. by Addressing: Nat’l Office, S.D.F.,814 Albee Bldg., Wash., D.C. 

















TAINING FUND 

HE annual sustaining fund drive is in full swing. 

response from Workmen’s Circle branches, 3.D.F. state 
and local organizations and individuals. If you or your 
local organization have not yet sent in a contribution, 
the matter should have your early attention. 

Chicago Cae. See 

A conference for the organiza- nner ana entertainn 
tion of the Illinois section of the prom 
National Council for Secial De- 
mocracy is called for Monday, 
Jan. 29, 8:30 p. m., in the Labor 
Lyceum, 3200 Ogden Ave. Dele- 
gates will be present from many 
labor and fraternal organiza- 
tions, from S.D.F. 
Jewish Social Verband and un- 
affiliated Socialist groups. All 
progressive non-Commu) nist } 
ganizations are invited to send 
delegates. 
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Socialist Verband Branch, 2nd 
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August Claesseng speaks at ° P- m., al 
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4, 11 a. m., on “The War in meets Wednesd 
Europe and the Future of Civili- 
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S.D.F. membership mee 
p m., at I Stuart St., and in the 
evening in either Provi 
Sprinegtield. 
Philadelphia 
Brinton of 
Labor Party speaks on 
Labor Party and the War,” 
day, Jan. 26, 8:30 p. m., 
Debs School of Social Scienc 
415 South 19th St. Speal cers 
come: Hedwig Wachenhein 
6 

Hartford, Conn. : ee | pee 

August Claessens speaks o1 
“Democracy versus Dictatorship,” 
Sunday, Jan. 28, 8:30 p/ m., in FR 
the Workmen’s Circle Labor Ly- Frederick 
ceum. Auspices, W. C. Branch. 

NEW YORK CITY 

The Morris Sigman Dress 
Pressers Branch was charte 
last week. Twenty-seven app! 
tions were passed upon and a still 
larger number are forthcon 
Work has started fo 
ganization of } 
Knickerbocker 
lower Manhattan. 

To facilitate organ 
County Committees ar 
vived. The Bronx C 
mittee has functioned 
ously and will announce 
interesting news next 
Kings Count y C omm 
Saturday, Jan. 
New York Count 
meet Saturday, Fet 
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This amazing new Me 
ables you, in your ow 
speak and read any of 
languages in an incredibly 
time. Endorsed by leadi 
versity professors and tho. 
of men and women as the 
est, simplest and most thoror 
language method. 

Send for FREE book. 
LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE 
100 RCA Building New York City 
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{-8100 


Dr. J. LUNENFELD 


Surgeon Dentist 


WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 80 DELANCEY STREET 
Allen and Or hard Sts 


FIRE INSURANCE atadianea ey: Pk 


Phone, dock 














SOCIETY, Inc. a 


(ORGANIZED 1872) Office 


Hours: 
A Co-operative Fire Insurance ; 
Society Owned and Operated 
by Workingmen 
100% Unionized 

HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST 
Average Rate 10 Cts. Annually 
for eve ry $100.00 Ins urance 
Fire Losses Appraised Liberally 
Upon Admission every member 
must make a deposit equal to 
90 cents for every $100.00 of 
Insurance. This deposit will be 
repaid in full upon withdrawal 

For further information 

apply to the Main Office 

227 BAST 84th STREET 
New York City 
Telephone REgent 4-2432 
Ask for booklet 62 


Order from grocer this famous 
Russian tea Known to millions as 
“SWEE-TOUCH-NEE TEA” 


UNION DIRECTORY 


ONNAZ, EMBROIDERERS, TUCKERS, STITCHERS 

UNION, Local 66, 1.L.G.W.U., 135 W. 33rd St., PA. 6-2154-5-6. utive ard 

meets every Thursday night in the fFice of the Union, Z. L. Freedman, President; 
Harry Goxt, Sec’y-Treasure 


your 
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ORSET AND BRASSIERE WORKERS’ UNION, Local 32, 1.L.G.W.U., 96—5tu 
Ave., New York City; Al +6727. Abraham Snyder, Manager 


LOTHING 





AMERICA, New York Joint Board, 31 West 15th St., 
I 6-5490, L. Hollender, J. Catalanotti, Man 


WORKE - OF 
New York City; cg s Square 
agers; Abraham Miller, Sec’y-Treasurer. 


NTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF PULP, SULPHITE 
WORKERS of United States and Canada. John P. Burke, 
Bart Doody, Treawurer. 





AND PAPER MILL 
President-Secretary; 





New 
ning 
10 ith 


40th St., 
n Monday eve 
esday evenir in the Coun Room at 218 W 
Manaser; Philli kapp, Sec’ surer 


OINT BOARD Dy — AND WAIST MAKE RS UNION, 23: est 
York City; LOng -5100. Board of r rs meet - 

Joint Board meets avers 

St. Julius Hochman, Gene 





THE 
Street, 


INTERNATIONAI 
New York City; 


¥ ADIES’ GARMEN1 WORKERS’ 
WAtkins 9-6868. David Dubi 
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nsky, Presid 


West 16th 
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mie 
ADIES’ GARMENT CUTTERS’ WA, BOW oe 
WIs. 7-8011. Executive B ; 

Harry Shapiro, Pres.; Isad 
Max Geldenberg, Sec’y to | Boad ; 


UNION, Local 10, 
ard meets every Thurs 
re N .M 





ILLINERY WORKERS’ UNION, Local 24, 

International Union. Downtown off 
office, 30 W. 37th St., Wis 7-1 Exec 
Manager, N. Spector: Secretarv-Treas.. 
Mendelowitz, M. Goodman, Lucy I n 
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When Acid Indigestion, Gas on 
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tains alkalizing buffers and so 
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ported Israel! Amter, Communist 
for the City Council, 
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Earl Browder, sentenced to 
four years in prison and a $2,000 
fine, is picked by the Communists 
as their candidate for Congress 
in the special election in the 14th 
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By Charles Yale Harrison 


UR featured contributor this week is Dana 

Doten, God’s gift to Where the News Ends. 
Doten, like Ethan Allen, was not born in Ver- 
mont, but rather went there at an impressionable 
age to make his fortune. And also like Ethan 
Allen, he is looked up with considerable disfavor 
by the more stodgy of his Green Mountain con- 
temporaries. For the last ten years he has 
taught, written, and held various public offices in 
that state. At present he is in Washington (in 
charge of USHA editorial work) and is the 
only Harvard man in the nation’s capital who 
did not attend Professor Frankfurter’s law 
courses. Doten is normally regarded as a violent 
radical by the conservatives and as a backwoods 
reactionary by the comrades. By the conductor 
of this column, however, he is regarded as a 
superb pinch-hitter. 

“Your column of January 13 in which Private 
Harrison confronts Author Harrison is the best 
you have yet done,” he writes. “The final para- 
graph was music to my ears, heralding, as it 
does, a potentially imminent return to the truly 
sound positions on war and peace you held when 
you left Washington early last year. Were the 
reform to continue, I know you'd do a sequel. 

“But, since even by now you have probably 
back-slid at some anti-Stalinist cocktail party, 
I shall write the sequel myself, as the old Har- 
rison would have done, before he fell victim to 
slippered ease of New York radicalism. Here 
it is: 

“ FUST before dawn, as I lay sleepless, he came 

again. Standing at the foot of the bed in 
the dim light, he spoke neither confidently nor 
accusingly. 

“*T have been remembering where I heard your 
words before. I know now. It was in Montreal 
before I enlisted. All the great men in Canada 
used your words—the preachers and the states- 
men and the professors.’ 

“I propped myself up on the pillow. ‘Wait! 

I didn’t get a chance to finish. I...” 
* “*My mind is filled with questions,’ he con- 
tinued, disregarding my request. ‘You must an- 
swer them. You have no doubts. You have 
learned wisdom from the many books you have 
read since Vimy Ridge, from the many learned 
men who have explained war to you. Tell me, 
wasn’t my war fought for freedom, and wasn’t it 
won?’ 

“*Yes, of course. But, as I explained, freedom 
must be re-won by each generation.’ 

“‘In order, then, for the world to be free, 
every man must either die in battle or send his 
sons to be tortured to death in frozen mud?’ 

“‘Oh, now, really! I don’t mean it’ll go on 
and on forever. After this is over .. .’ 

“*This will be the worst of all wars, won't it?’ 

“‘I'm afraid it will, but...” 

* “Mine was the worst, until now. And we won 
it..-My suffering, and the torment and the dying 
of millions of my comrades won it. Freedom was 
Saved. And now freedom is in greater peril than 
when we soaked France with our blood to protect 
her. The young today can win no greater vic- 
tories than we won then. So inevitably, after 
triumph, yet another war must come. And after 
that there can be no more youth to die. The 
world will be free, and humanity will be dead. 
Why must humanity die to purchase freedom?’ 
““sT isn’t as gloomy as all that. Now none of 

these terrible assumptions, logical as they 
may seem to you, is really accurate. The only 
peril to freedom that faces the world today is 
embodied in two men, Hitler and Stalin. Once 
they have been destroyed, we'll smooth out our 
other problems peacefully, and war will be for- 
gotten.’ 

“You see, even the enemies of freedom multi- 
ply! I and my comrades had only one man to 
fight—the Kaiser. Youth today must battle two 
men—Hitler and Stalin. The struggle grows 
harder, not easier.’ 

“*Please, don’t mock me. They lied to you 
about the Kaiser. That's different. He was a 
figurehead, a symbol they wanted you to hate— 
nobody can fool me about the Kaiser. But Hit- 
Jer and Stalin are utterly different—I’m telling 
you the truth. I wouldn’t lie to you, would I?’ 

“‘Have you forgotten that I lived four years 
of hell because I was deceived not by the liars 
but by honest men who would have cut out their 
tongues rather than lie to me?’ 

“‘But, good God, the honest men were naive 
in 1914! Today we have clear vision, we are dis- 
illusioned, we know the truth. They only thought 
they did.’ 

“*Ah, yes—the truth! Truth is so hard to 
find in peacetime (you, for example, did not find 
it till six months ago), and so simple to find in 
war. For we know—twenty millions of us know 
—that war can’t be truth. Therefore, truth must, 
among many things, be the absence of war. In 
crumbling, gas-filled trenches men know that— 
and on the blood-washed decks of bombed battle- 
Ships, and in flaming airplanes spiralling madly 
to the earth—they know that, and it comes to 
them very easily.’ 

“fT WAS leaning forward in bed now, arguing 

intensely, loudly, as with an actual person. 
‘Listen, I’ve weighed both sides—I understand 
the terrible price—but Hitlerism and Stalinism 
are worse than death... .’ 

“A grimace, not even animated by bitterness 
but lifeless in its cold negation, twisted the pale 
young face. ‘I made Hitler. With every fine 
German boy I murdered / helped to create Hit- 


“Only when whole peoples talk peace. 


ler, who is worse than death.’ 

“‘No,’ I almost screamed at him. ‘No, not 
you! Those fools at Versailles, and all the fools 
of statesmen since Versailles—they made Hitler. 
Not you!’ 

“*And do you, then, plan to kill the fools, of 
statesmen who might again undo the work of 
your young men? This time shall you arrest and 
execute all the leaders of all nations after the 
young of all nations have ceased to murder one 
another?’ 

“‘Of course not. But the terrific weight of 
world opinion, the moral judgment of the world 
will force those leaders to be just, will frighten 
them into doing right.’ 

“*So, world opinion must prevent another war, 
after this has ended?’ 

“*Exactly! You’re beginning to understand at 
last!’ 

“Why could not world opinion do that without 
a war, then? Why must it wait for ‘just one 
more,’ especially since there may never be an 
‘after’ to this war?’ 

“‘Why ,.. because... 

“*War can’t win freedom alone, then, can it? 
World opinion must be the force applied. No 
matter how many wars are fought. But, tell me, 
why did not the fools of statesmen bow to world 
opinion after 1918—why were they not frightened 
into being just as that time?’ 

“‘Well, it’s very complicated. .. . 

“‘T find it very simple. War is an easier so- 
lution than justice. And the statesmen knew 
that they could, ultimately, recruit armies once 
again and resort to war if necessary. The states- 
men will always act as they do while they know 
that.’ 

‘How could they know that? Everybody 
thought the world was sick of war, would never 
take up arms again.’ 

“‘The statesmen knew. And the statesmen 
were right. They knew that, when the time came, 
men would turn from pacifism at the last moment 
(even as you have turned). They knew that, 
on both sides, men would say, ‘This one is dif- 
ferent—this is a holy war.’ Statesmen never 
worry about pacifists in peacetime, knowing how 
ardent they become for crusades. Only when men 
talk peace in wartime will the statesmen notice. 
Only when 
I—and twenty million like me—talk peace, will 
the statesmen listen. Each generation that sac- 
rifices itself in war fixes the inevitability of war 
more firmly upon the coming generation, proves 
more clearly that the statesmen need not heed 
the world’s cries for peace.’ 

“My throat was dry. My voice sounded false 
and thin in my own ears. ‘Where did you learn 
all this?’ 

“*At Passchendaele, and Hill 70, and Vimy 
Ridge, and in the long retreat of Gough’s Fifth 
Army. But that is not important. The impor- 
tant question is: ‘When did you forget all this?’ 

“He was gone. I was alone in my bed, in the 
chill gray light of early morning. I was trem- 
bling. 

“PPHERE!” concludes Doten, “that’s what the 
old Harrison would have written!” 
A VERY fine sequel, Dana. But, like most 
writers of fiction I’m afraid you've stacked 
the cards too heavily in favor of your protago- 
nist. Of course, Author Harrison was a_ push- 
over for the young private as soon as you had 
him say: “The only peril to freedom that faces 
the world today is embodied in two men, Hitler 
and Stalin.” 

Change this to read: “The greatest danger that 
confronts democracy in the world today is con- 
tained in two revolutionary systems, fascism and 
bolshevism,” and your young private immediately 
loses much of his advantage. 

To be sure, I'm opposed to war. For that 
matter, who isn’t? Even Hitler and Stalin keep 
protesting that they are men of peace. But the 
problem, as you pose it, isn’t quite as simple as 
all that. 

You would like to see every young man .in 
the world refuse to go to war. And so would I. 
But it is only in the democracies that men may 
still refuse to go to war for conscientious rea- 
sons. In Germany and Russia such luxuries are 
not permitted. If every British, French and Fin- 
nish soldier laid his arms down tomorrow, do you 
think that Nazi-Soviet brutality and aggression 
would end the following day? I’m inclined to 
think not. 

As a matter of fact nothing would please Hitler 
and Stalin more than to see a powerful, mass 
pacifist movement—in the democracies. Pacifism, 
too, is a military weapon. And every tender- 
hearted liberal who goes about calling for peace 
at any price at this time, whether he likes it or 
not, is an unwitting tool for the dictatorships in 
Berlin and Moscow. Tell me honestly, do you 
think that the Finns should have practiced paci- 
fism in the face of the Soviet invasion? 

I’m perfectly willing to go along with you 
providing you can assure me that there will be 
a grounding of arms on both sides of the Magi- 
not and Mannerheim lines. Short of such an 
assurance, I must continue to hope that the forces 
of totalitarianism, red and black, will be defeated 
in this war. 

I know perfectly well what this will mean in 
horror and despair. This is the fearful dilemma 
in which history has placed us all. I wish it 
were otherwise, but it isn’t. And to delude our- 
selves with the outworn slogans of yesterday will 
avail us nothing and will help those who most 
threaten Western civilization today. 
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WE ARE ON THE SPOT 
APAN AND FINLAND not only place the United States 


on the spot in the world struggle against totalitarian 
slavery; American action will also aid or discourage the 
free nations involved in this struggle. American economic 
supplies to Japan have made us an accomplice in the de- 
struction of the Chinese people and withholding of a sub- 
stantial loan to Finland—also the victim of an “undeclared” 
war—will convince the peoples of the Scandinavian and 
Balkan nations that our sympathetic words are all that they 
can expect. 

This mood may lead to despair in those countries, and 
this gloom in the free nations is worth a dozen army divi- 
sions to the Russian and German dictatorships. Disclosure 
last week that 1,300,000 barrels of American gasolene have 
been exported to Russia since the outbreak of war also 
reveals the United States as an accomplice of the Bolsheviks 
in the bombing of Finnish cities, and news of this dirty 
trade has shocked the Finnish and Scandinavian peoples. 

Whatever may be the diplomatic problems that face the 
State Department in ending American aid to Japan and 
Russia, a way must be found to put an end to our share of 
responsibility in this disgrace. If an extension of the 
“moral” embargo will not clean American hands, then the 
risk of an official embargo would be justified. Otherwise, 
we will continue to accept the fiction of Japan and Russia 
that they are not waging war, although the whole world 
knows that brutal war is being waged against inoffensive 
peoples. 

The United States is on the spot before the Chinese, 
Finnish, Scandinavian, Dutch, Belgian and Balkan peoples; 
action on the trade treaty with Japan and a substantial loan 
to Finland are tests of whether we are to help or hinder 
the aggressors. The victims need substantial aid, for kind 
words butter no parsnips. 


TWO TAMMANY MOVES 


WO moves of the Tammany vulture in New York are 

significant. After two years of radio broadcasts of the 
City Council's meetings. Tammany signalizes its victory 
last year by ending these broadcasts. Its second move is 
the Moran bill at Albany intended to deprive New York 
City of proportional representation, although the citizens 
of the city, by a vote of 923,186 to 555,217, approved this 
more democratic system of representation. 

The motives are obvious. Tammany—like bats—hates 
light. It wants no voters’ audience listening in on the weekly 
performance of its rubber stamps at City Hall. It also wants 
to go back to the old rotten representative system which 
deprived minority opinions of their share of representation. 
Tammany agents roar for democracy, but they have no 
more use for it than Stalin and Hitler. Our New York 
readers should be on their guard against this revived 
plunderbund. 


CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL 


N industrial depression has always provided opportuni- 
ties for further concentration of economic power. 
Upper property owners gather in various lesser enterprises 
that are unable to survive the ravages of the depression. 
Some figures of the 1937 census of manufactures, pub- 
lished by the Bureau of the Census, give some idea of such 
concentration of capital and power during the present 
depression. They show that nearly one-third of all factories 
produced less than one one-hundredth of the total value of 
goods. On the other hand, less than one-fifth of the fac- 
tories employed nearly six-sevenths of all factory workers 
and produced more than five-sixths of all goods of value! 
Other details confirm this story of capitalistic property 
flowing into the hands of a minority of corporate kings 
who are also bosses of five-sixths of the nation’s factory 
workers. There are a dozen arguments in these figures to 
support a program for nationalization of our basic industries. 


“OLD MASSA” WINS 


N THE days of black servitude there was quite a difference 
in the psychology of field slaves and the house servants 
of ‘Massa.’ The latter were closer to the plantation owner 
and tended to think in terms of a group above the field 
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hands while the latter disliked the household group. When 
war came it was the house servants who remained with the 
plantation. 

Something similar to this was evident in the demonstra- 
tion of thousands of workers in the Endicott-Johnson Cor- 
poration plants last week whenby large majorities they voted 
against organization of self-controlled unions. Marching 
to the home of “‘old Massa,"’ George F. Johnson, 82-year- 
old corporation head whose profit-sharing plan won their 
loyalty, these workers chose company servitude. 

“Old Massa” had been ill and prayer meetings were held 
for his recovery by Protestant and Catholic clergymen and 
the Salvation Army, the workers joining in the prayers. 
This is also reminiscent of the loyal household slaves of 
the Old Regime. Only 1,612 of the 12,693 ballots cast 
were recorded in favor of free organization. 

“Old Massa” and his plant agents over the years have 
done a good job in coercing the minds of these workers 
and his profit-sharing also reminds us of the favored slaves 
who were permitted to plant gardens and sell the product 
on their own account as a reward for ‘loyalty and faithful 
service.” 


CONFUSED ISOLATIONISTS 
ONFIRMED isolationists object to the more than four 


billion dollars defense bill for three years and are unable. 
to understand that if isolation is to be American policy it 
will have to be paid for by increasing armaments. The two 
go together. 

International cooperation to maintain peace would cost 
a small proportion of what isolation costs, for it is only 
through such cooperation that scaling down of armaments 
can be realized. 

Moreover, it is a curious fact that a section of this con- 
tradictory pacifism also wants a cooperative commonwealth 
of industry and agriculture, but while favoring cooperation 
at home it approves separatism in international relations. 
Supporting an idea at home and opposing it abroad, then 
protesting against the cost which that idea implies, are 
peculiar contradictions of one type of pacifist thought. 


A NOTABLE CONFESSION 
OHN HAYNES HOLMES’ “confession” of disillusion- 


ment wit totalitarian Russia is pathetic. A man of 
rounded culture and profound sympathies for the working 
masses, he had defended a ruthless despotism against. his 
better judgment, apologized for evils which “horrified” 
him elsewhere, found ‘‘explanations for the Bolshevik con- 
centration camps and exile, prisons which outdid the worst 
horrors of Siberia,”’ failed to “‘denounce the despoiling of 
the kulaks” and “terror so horrible as to be beyond de- 
scription.” 

Not until Hitler and Stalin set up the new firm of 
Communazism was the noted preacher shocked jnto reali- 
zation of his guilt in supporting the blood-bespattered 
regime of the Bolshevik dictatorship. No doubt Mr. Holmes 
also thought The New Leader, the Social Democrats and 
trade unions reactionary during our long fight against the 
despotism. 

We paid a price for our attitude and Mr. Holmes is now 
paying a grim one in humiliation for his. We never lowered 
our colors and were paid with the filth and falsehoods 
hurled our way by the agents and unwitting accomplices 
of the G.P.U. Humiliating as Mr. Holmes’ confession is, 
he has the consolation of having removed a dead cat from 
under his doorstep after years of denying the accusations of 
honest neighbors that the animal was there. 


“TIMELY EXPOSE OF 
COUGHLIN AND 'FRONT'” 
From THOMAS C. MORGAN 
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To the Editor: 
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Cowley and The 


URING the last 
tepublic slid progressivism to Bol- 
shevism, Malcolm has served as the 
unofficial representative of the Communist Party 
line in literature on its editorial board. Every 
time he has done a for Stalinists, he 
has protested that he is not a Stalinist. His 
latest job is an attempt to impugn the eredi- 
bility of General Krivitsky. It has its amusing 
features. 
On the 
Cowley concludes 
the truth. 
telling the 
that he is 
country be 
untruthful] 


five years when the New 
from 


Cowley 


job the 


basis of anonymous denunciation, 
that Krivitsky is telling 
3ecause Krivitsky allegedly is not 
Cowley declares again 
through Stalin. How can a 
any good, he argues, if it produces 


men like Krivitsky! 


not 
truth, once 


With 


Comical are the ways of a fellow-traveler 
trying to cover up! To an uncorrupted mind, it 
is the truth of Krivitsky’s story that damns the 
Bolshevik dictatorship. Were his story false, 





Editorial ————— 


Literary G. P..U. 


Krivitsky’s existence would be no greater re- 
flection upon Russia than is Cowley’s existence, 
with his literary and political morals, upon 
American democracy. Krivitsky’s story, however, 
has yet to be disproved on a single fundamental 
point. Every major political event in Russia has 
confirmed its truth. 

As for Malcolm Cowley, there is nothing more 
devastating than the reluctant judgment of 
Edmund Wilson, America’s foremost literary 
critic and an ex-editor of the New Republic 
himself. Writing of the “unmistakable suscepti- 
bility” of the New Republic to Stalinist in- 
fluence, he says: 

“There is hardly possible any other explana- 
tion than the pressure of the intellectual G.P.U. 
for the consistent disregard or degeneration, in 
the New Republic’s literary department, of books 
that have been critical of the Stalinist regime.” 

Who is in charge of the New Republic’s 
literary department? 

Malcolmn Cowley! Decent people take notice! 
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Sec'y Explains 
Hoan's Veto of 


Pro-FinnMotion 
From JOHN L. GRUNWALD 


Assistant Secretary to Mayor 

Daniel Hoan of Milwaukee 
To the Editor: 

Your very excellent paper, in 
the issue of January 13, contains 
an item in Victor Riesel’s column, 
“Heard on the Left,” which does 
Mayor Hoan a serious injustice 
for which I am sure you will wish 
to make amends. 

The facts are these: The Mil- 
waukee Common Council which, 
as you know, is controlled by the 
opposition to Mayor Hoan, 
adopted a resolution condemning 
Russia for the unwarranted and 
cowardly invasion of Finland. 

Coming so soon after the bru- 
tal invasion of Poland by Nazi 
Germany and its complete subju- 
gation by Soviet Russia’s treach- 
ery, he felt that the resolution 
as drafted appeared to condone 
this monstrous crime against an 
innocent people, whose heroic de- 
fense of Warsaw aroused the ad- 
miration and sympathy of liberty 
loving people everywhere. 
Mayor Hit Germany, Japan 

At the 


discussed in 


time the resolution was 
the Council an at- 
tempt made to have it re- 
ferred to committee for revision, 
the motion was voted down. 
Therefore, the Mayor vetoed the 
resolution for the following rea- 
SONS: 


was 


but 


‘I cannot be a party to con- 
nation for commit- 
ting a cowardly act while wink- 
ing at others for doing precisely 
the same thing. To my mind it 


demning one 





Urges Aid to Committee 
For Christian Refugees 


From ALVIN STERNER 
To the Editor: 

While the “Christian” front 
strives to build a fascist state 
in America, 400,000 Christian 
Germans are the victims. of 
Nazi persecution created by 
the same forces that in this 
country flock to the Coughlin 
cloth, 

The American Committee 
for Christian Refugees, at 165 
West 46th Street, is working 
to aid the Christian Germans 
suffering under Nazism, and 
is cooperating with the Joint 
Distribution Committee. 

The A.C.C.R. merits support 
by: people of all faiths. 











was just as dastardly for Ger- 
many to invade and annex by 
force Austria and Czecho-Slo- 
vakia, and for Germany and Rus- 
sia to invade and divide Poland, 
and for Italy to invade and an- 
nex Ethiopia and Albania, and 
for Japan to invade China, as for 
Russia to invade Finland. 

“You can hardly be neutral in 
condemning one and not condemn- 
ing the others. Perhaps I should 
be able to overlook the possibil- 
ity of the Mayor and Common 
Counci] making a slight omis- 
sion or mistakes in passing judg- 
ment on great international ques- 
tions when we are not any too 
good at solving our own prob- 
lems.” 

I believe you will agree that 
the Mayor’s stand is quite con- 
sistent and “representative of a 
party dedicated to pure democ- 
racy,” and was widely approved 
by the organs of public opinion 
in Milwaukee. 

Milwaukee, Wis, 


To the Editor 


War on Finland 
Logical Result 
Of Stalin Policy 


From WILLIAM KARLIN 


To the Editor: 

I refer to Willi Schlamm's ar- 
ticle in the December 23rd issue 
of The New Leader entitled, “In- 
vasion of Finland, Stalin’s Fatal 
Error.” 

His conclusions are as baseless 
as his previous blaming of the 
Social Democrats for the fall of 
the German Republic. Stalin did 
not make a mistake in attacking 
Finland. Mr. Schlammefails to 
see that Stalin is less concerned 
with world public opinion than he 
is about the future safety of his 
dictatorship. 

It was the latter coneern that 
compelled him to make a _ bar- 
gain with Hitler, thereby avoid- 
ing a war with Germany that 
must certainly have ended Stal- 
in’s rule. By that bargain, more- 
over, he got about half of Po- 
land. Stalin’s bargain was 
meant for Stalin and not for Hit- 
ler. 

Not 1919 Situation 

However, believing as he must 
that Hitler is doomed, Stalin no 
doubt realized what will be com- 
ing to him after the democratic 
countries have finished with Hit- 
ler. These are different times 
for Russia than 1919, when it 
was invaded by the Allies. 

At that time, when the Russian 
Revolutionary armies were fight- 
ing on fourteen fronts, they had 
the sympathies of all the peoples 
behind the lines. 

[In Britain and in France, those 





Your newspaper has proven to 
be very interesting and the ex- 
pose of Coughlin and the Chris- 
tian Front was timely. 

Colorado. 





sympathies were accentuated by 
the revolt of the French sailors 
in the harbor of Odessa and the 
British trade union blockade of 
military supplies intended for the 
invading armies attacking Rus- 
sia. 

Today we have just the oppo- 
site condition. The peoples of 
the world jin general and the 
workers of the world in particu- 
lar are praying for the destruc- 
tion of dictatorship not only in 
Germany, but in Russia as well. 


“Necessary” for Stalin 


Knowing this, as Stalin does 
through his OGPU stationed in 
every country under labels of the 
Communist parties, he was com- 
pelled to take desperate steps in 
Esthonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and 
finally Poland. Finland is the 
easiest diving board from which 
the Allied armies will spring 
when the proper time comes to 
attack Russia. The Polish 
marshes are too wide, too unin- 
viting and too dangerous to be 
employed for that purpose. 

Just as Stalin lost nothing by 
sacrificing the lives of several 
million Ukrainian peasants as the 
price for his farm collectivizaton 
“experiment,” so he stands little 
to lose by sacrificing thousands 
upon thousands of Russian sol- 
diers to be destroyed both by the 
brave, courageous, and hard- 
fighting Finns and the arctic 
frosts. 

Mr. Schlamm should not forget 
that Communist morality disre- 
gards the loss of human lives 
and all other consequences of the 
Communist will to rule or ruin. 

He should know that the inva- 
sion of Finland was coolly cal- 
culated and, from the standpoint 
of Stalin, an absolute necessity, 

New York. 





